Prayers of the Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

Celebrated on the Sundays of the Great Fast, January I*' (St. Basil’s Day), the eves of the Nativity and
the Theophany, and if the Nativity or Theophany falls on a Sunday or Monday

After the Great Entrance, the Prayer of the Proskomedia

PRIEST: O Lord our God, Who hast created us
and hast brought us into this life, Who hast shown
us ways of salvation, graciously bestowing upon
us the revelation of heavenly mysteries: Thou art
He Who hath appointed us to this ministry by the
power of Thy Holy Spirit; graciously grant us,
therefore, O Lord, to be servitors of Thy new
covenant, ministers of Thy holy mysteries.
Receive us who draw near to Thy holy altar,
according to the fulness of Thy mercy, that we
may be worthy to offer unto Thee this rational and
bloodless sacrifice for our own sins and for the
ignorance of the people, which do Thou receive
upon Thy holy, most heavenly and spiritual altar
as a savour of sweetness, and send down upon us
in return the grace of Thy Holy Spirit. Look upon
us, O God, and behold this our worship, and
receive it as Thou didst receive the gifts of Abel,
the sacrifices of Noah, the burnt-offerings of
Abraham, the priestly offices of Moses and
Aaron, the peace-offerings of Samuel. Even as
Thou didst receive at the hands of Thy holy
apostles this true worship, so also do Thou in Thy
goodness, O Lord, receive from the hands of us
sinners these gifts; that, having been accounted
worthy to minister at Thy holy altar, we may
receive the recompense of wise and faithful
stewards in the fearful day of Thy just requiting:
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Through the compassions of Thine only-begotten
Son, with Whom Thou art blessed, together with
Thine all-holy and good and life-giving Spirit, now
and ever, and unto ages of ages.
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PEOPLE: Amen.
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PRIEST: Peace be to all.
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PEOPLE: And to thy spirit.
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DEACON: Let us love one another,
that with one accord we may confess:
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PEOPLE: Father, Son and Holy Spirit: the
Trinity, one in essence and undivided.

DEACON: The doors! The doors! In wisdom,
let us attend.
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The Creed is said then the Divine Liturgy continues with the Holy Anaphora of St. Basil the Great

DEACON: Let us stand aright; let us stand with
fear; let us attend, that we may offer the holy
oblation in peace.
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PEOPLE: A mercy of peace, a sacrifice of praise. el dad e desy ruredd)

PRIEST: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
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and the love of God, the Father, and the ’

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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PEOPLE: And with thy spirit.
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PRIEST: Let us lift up our hearts.
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PEOPLE: We lift them up unto the Lord.
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PRIEST: Let us give thanks unto the Lord.
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PEOPLE: It is meet and right to worship Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, the Trinity, one in essence

and undivided.
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PRIEST: O Existing One, Master, Lord, God,
almighty and adorable Father: It is truly meet
and right and befitting the majesty of Thy
holiness that we should praise Thee, hymn
Thee, bless Thee, worship Thee, give thanks
unto Thee and glorify Thee, the only truly
existing God, and offer unto Thee with contrite
heart and spirit of humility this our rational
worship; for Thou art He that hath graciously
bestowed upon us the knowledge of Thy truth.
And who is sufficient to speak of Thy mighty
acts, to make all Thy praises to be heard or to
tell of all Thy wonders at every season? O
Master of all, Lord of heaven and earth and of
all creation, both visible and invisible, Who
sittest upon the throne of glory and beholdest
the depths, Who art unoriginate, invisible,
incomprehensible, uncircumscript, immutable,
the Father of our Lord: the great God and
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Savior Jesus Christ, our Hope, Who is the
Image of Thy goodness, the Seal of equal
type—in Himself showing forth Thee, the
Father—the living Word, the true God, the
Wisdom before all ages, the Life,
Sanctification, Power, the true Light, through
Whom the Spirit was manifested: the Spirit of
Truth, the Gift of adoption, the Pledge of the
inheritance to come, the First-fruits of eternal
good things, the life-giving Power, the
Fountain of sanctification, by Whom enabled
every rational and intelligent creature doth
serve Thee and ascribe unto Thee perpetual
praise, for all things are Thy servants. Yea
angels and archangels, thrones, dominions,
principalities, authorities, powers, and the
many-eyed cherubim praise Thee; round about
Thee stand the six-winged seraphim: with two
they cover their faces, with two their feet and
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with two they fly, continually crying out to one
another with unceasing praises:
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Singing the triumphal hymn, shouting,
proclaiming and saying:
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The Thrice Holy Hymn of the Angels

PEOPLE: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth;
heaven and earth are full of Thy glory: Hosanna
in the highest. Blessed is He that cometh in the
Name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
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PRIEST: With these blessed powers, O Master
Who lovest mankind, we sinners also do cry aloud
and say: Holy art Thou, of a truth, and all-holy, and
there are no bounds to the majesty of Thy holiness,
and just art Thou in all Thy works, for in
righteousness and true judgment hast Thou ordered
all things for us. When Thou hadst fashioned man,
taking him from the dust of the earth, and hadst
honored him with Thine own image, O God, Thou
didst set him in the paradise of plenty, promising him
life-eternal and the enjoyment of everlasting good
things in keeping Thy commandments. But when he
disobeyed Thee, the true God, Who had created him,
and was led astray by the guile of the serpent and
rendered subject to death through his own
transgressions, Thou didst banish him, in Thy
righteous judgment, O God, from paradise into this
world, and didst turn him again to the earth from
which he was taken, providing for him the salvation
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of regeneration which is in Thy Christ himself. Yet
Thou didst not turn away Thyself forever from Thy
creature whom Thou hast made, O Good One,
neither didst Thou forget the work of Thy hands; but
Thou didst visit him in diverse manners through Thy
tender mercies. Thou didst send forth prophets;
Thou didst perform mighty works by Thy holy ones
who, in every generation, were well-pleasing unto
Thee; Thou didst speak to us by the mouths of Thy
servants the prophets, who foretold unto us the
salvation which was to come; Thou didst give us the
Law as an aid; Thou didst appoint guardian angels.
And when the fulness of time was come, Thou didst
speak unto us through Thy Son Himself, by Whom
also Thou madest the ages, Who, being the
Brightness of Thy glory and the express Image of
Thy person and upholding all things by the word of
His power, thought it not robbery to be equal to
Thee, the God and Father. But though He was God
before all the ages, yet He appeared upon earth and
dwelt among men and was incarnate of a holy virgin
and did empty Himself, taking on the form of a
servant, becoming conformed to the body of our
lowliness, that He might make us conformable to the
image of His glory. For as by man sin entered into
the world, and by sin death, so it seemed good unto
Thine Only-begotten Son, Who is in the bosom of
Thee, the God and Father, to be born of a woman,
the holy Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary; to be born
under the Law, that He might condemn sin in His
flesh, that they who were dead in Adam might be
made alive in Him, Thy Christ. And becoming a
citizen of this world and giving commandments of
salvation, He released us from the delusion of idols
and brought us into a knowledge of Thee, the true
God and Father, having won us unto Himself for His
own people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation; and
having purified us by water and having sanctified us
by the Holy Spirit, He gave Himself a ransom to
death, whereby we were held, sold into bondage
under sin. And having descended into hades through
the cross, that He might fill all things with Himself,
He loosed the pains of death and rose again on the
third day, making a way for all flesh unto the
resurrection from the dead, for it was not possible
that the Author of life should be held by corruption,
that He might be the First-fruits of those who have
fallen asleep, the First-born from the dead, that He
might be in all things the first among all. Ascending
into heaven, He sat down at the right hand of Thy
majesty on high; and He shall come again to render
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unto every man according to his works. And He hath
left with us, as memorials of His saving passion,
these things which we have set forth according to
His commandments. For when He was about to go
forth to his voluntary and ever-memorable and life-
giving death, in the night in which He gave Himself
up for the life of the world, He took bread in His holy
and immaculate hands; and when He had shown it
unto Thee, the God and Father, and given thanks and
blessed it and hallowed it and broken it,
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PRIEST: He gave it to His holy disciples
and apostles, saying: Take, eat. This is My
Body which is broken for you, for the
forgiveness of sins.
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PEOPLE: Amen. TP A A

PRIEST: In like manner, having taken the cup
of the fruit of the vine and mingled it and given
thanks and blessed it and hallowed it,
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He gave it to His holy disciples and apostles, | 4ia g G pnal) Judl) sheads ach
saying: Drink of this, all of you. This is My Blood . . 2
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PEOPLE: Amen. Ol rmdd)

PRIEST: Do this in remembrance of Me; for as
often as ye shall eat this bread and drink of this
cup, ye do proclaim My death and confess My
resurrection. Wherefore, O Master, we also,
having in remembrance His saving passion and
life-giving cross, his three-day entombment and
resurrection from the dead, his ascension into
heaven and sitting at the right hand of Thee, the
God and Father, and His glorious and fearful
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PEOPLE: We hymn Thee, we bless Thee, we
give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, and we pray unto
Thee, O our God.
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PRIEST: Wherefore, O all-holy Master, we also,
Thy sinful and unworthy servants, who have been
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made worthy to minister at Thy holy altar, not
through our own righteousness, for we have done
no good deed upon earth, but because of Thy
mercies and compassions which Thou hast richly
poured out upon us, have now boldness to draw
near unto Thy holy altar; and presenting unto
Thee the antitypes of the holy Body and Blood of
Thy Christ, we pray Thee and implore Thee, O
Holy of holies, by the favor of Thy goodness, that
Thy Holy Spirit may descend upon us and upon
these gifts here spread forth and bless them and
hallow them and show,
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DEACON: Bless, master, the holy bread.

PRIEST: This bread to be itself the precious
Body of our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus
Christ;
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PEOPLE: Amen.
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DEACON: Bless, master, the holy cup.
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PRIEST: And this cup to be itself the precious
Blood of our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus
Christ,
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PEOPLE: Amen.
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DEACON: Bless both, master.
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PRIEST: Which was shed for the life of the
world and its salvation.

cllad) sls JaY 3heddl zalsl)

On Sundays outside of the Paschal Season, all make a low bow (metanoia).

If it be a weekday outside the Paschal season, all who are able to do so make a prostration.

DEACON: Amen. Amen. Amen. Remember me a sinner, holy master.
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PRIEST: And as for us, partakers of the one
bread and of the cup, do Thou unite all to one
another unto communion of the one Holy
Spirit, and grant that no one of us may partake
of the holy Body and Blood of Thy Christ unto
judgment or unto condemnation, but rather that
we may find mercy and grace with all the holy
ones who through the ages have been well-
pleasing unto Thee: forefathers, fathers,
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patriarchs, prophets, apostles,

every righteous spirit made perfect in faith:

preachers,
evangelists, martyrs, confessors, teachers and
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PRIEST: Especially our all-holy,
immaculate, most blessed and glorious
Lady the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary:
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Megalynarion /nstead of the following, special megalynaria are used on some feast days.

PEOPLE: All of creation rejoices in thee, O
Full of Grace, the assembly of angels and the
race of man. O sanctified Temple and spiritual
Paradise, the glory of virgins, from whom
God was incarnate and became a child, our
God before the ages. He made thy body into a
throne, and He made thy womb more spacious

s Ailes b b i clpuls Wl §) o)
coediall (el L il Galiady (IS Jilae
ent gha (gl canpe Blgill H38 (Gl (us2iilly
Jas Y L jpaall U8 (53 Ligl) g5 Nika jlag caly)!
AL Slsand) (g inf iy Jang (L dlesgiva

than the heavens. All of creation rejoices in
thee, O Full of Grace! Glory to thee!
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The intercessions continue:

PRIEST: The holy Prophet, Forerunner and
Baptist John, the holy glorious and all-laudable
Apostles, (names of the saints of the day), whose
memory we celebrate, and all Thy saints, at
whose supplications visit us, O God.

And be mindful of all those who have fallen
asleep before us in the hope of resurrection unto
life eternal, (names of the departed), and grant
them rest, O our God, where the light of Thy
countenance watcheth over them.

And again we pray Thee: Be mindful, O Lord, of
Thy holy, catholic and apostolic Church, which is
to the ends of the world; and give peace unto her
whom Thou hast purchased with the precious
Blood of Thy Christ; and establish Thou this holy
house, even unto the end of the age.

Be mindful, O Lord, of those who have set before
Thee these gifts, and those for whom and through
whom and on behalf of whom they have offered
them. Be mindful, O Lord, of those who bear fruit
and do good works in Thy holy churches and who
remember the poor; requite them with Thy rich
and heavenly gifts; give them things heavenly for
things earthly, things eternal for things temporal,
things incorruptible for things corruptible.

Be mindful, O Lord, of those in the deserts, the
mountains and in caverns and pits of the earth. Be
mindful, O Lord, of all those who live in virginity
and reverence, in asceticism and who lead a godly
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way of life.

Be mindful, O Lord, of all civil authorities and of
our armed forces; grant them a secure and lasting
peace; speak good things into their hearts
concerning Thy Church and all Thy people, that
we in their tranquility may lead a calm and
peaceful life in all reverence and godliness.
Establish the good in Thy goodness, and make
good the evil by Thy benevolence.

Be mindful, O Lord, of the people here present
and of those who are absent for reasonable cause,
and have mercy upon them and upon us,
according to the multitude of Thy mercy. Fill
their treasuries with every good thing; maintain
their marriage-bonds in peace and concord; rear
the infants; guide the young; support the aged;
encourage the fainthearted. Collect the scattered,
and turn them from their wandering astray, and
unite them to Thy holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. Set at liberty those who are vexed by
unclean spirits; travel with those who journey by
land and sea and air; defend the widows; protect
the orphans; free the captives; heal the sick; and
be mindful, O God, of those under judgment, in
the mines, in exile, in bitter servitude, in every
tribulation, necessity and danger, and all who
beseech Thy great loving-kindness; and be
mindful, O Lord our God, of those who love us
and those who hate us and those who have
enjoined us, unworthy though we be, to pray for
them, and of all Thy people, and upon them all
pour out Thy rich mercy, granting to all their
petitions which are unto salvation. And those
whom we through ignorance or forgetfulness or
the multitude of names have not remembered, do
Thou Thyself remember, O God, Who knowest
the time of life and name of each and knowest
every man even from his mother’s womb; for
Thou, O Lord, art the Helper of the helpless, the
Hope of the hopeless, the Savior of the storm-
tossed, the Haven of the voyager, the Physician
of the sick. Be Thou Thyself all things to all men,
O Thou Who knowest every man, his petition, his
dwelling-place and his need.

Deliver, O Lord, this city and every city and
countryside from famine, plague, earthquake,
flood, fire, the sword, foreign invasion and civil
war.
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PRIEST: Among the first be mindful, O Lord, of
our Father and Metropolitan (Name), and our Bishop
(Name), whom do Thou grant unto Thy holy
churches in peace, safety, honor, health and length
of days, and rightly dividing the word of Thy truth.
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REISN
The following “Amen” and petition are omitted if no deacon is serving.
PEOPLE: Amen. TP A A

DEACON: And of those who offer these precious gifts to the Lord our
God, the honorable presbytery, the diaconate in Christ and every priestly
order and of their salvation, for the peace and stability of the whole world,
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the good estate of the holy churches of God, the salvation and help of the | agasang  clpalally
people here present, those whom they are remembering, and of all LG
mankind. B G

PEOPLE: And of all mankind.
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PRIEST: Be mindful, O Lord, of every bishop of
the Orthodox who rightly divideth the word of Thy
truth.

Be mindful also, O Lord, of mine unworthiness,
according to the multitude of Thy compassions;
pardon me every transgression, both voluntary and
involuntary, and withhold not, because of my sins,
the grace of Thy Holy Spirit from these gifts here
spread forth.

Be mindful, O Lord, of the presbytery, the diaconate
in Christ and every priestly order, and put not to
confusion any one of us who stand about Thy holy
altar. Visit us with Thy benevolence, O Lord;
manifest Thyself unto us in Thy rich compassions;
grant us temperate and healthful seasons; give gentle
showers upon the earth unto fruitfulness; bless the
crown of the year of Thy goodness; make the
schisms of the Churches to cease; quench the ragings
of hostile nations; speedily destroy, by the power of
Thy Holy Spirit, uprisings of heresies; receive us all
into Thy Kingdom, showing us to be sons of the light
and sons of the day; and grant unto us Thy peace and
Thy love, O Lord our God, for all things hast Thou
given unto us:
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PRIEST: And grant us with one mouth and one
heart to glorify and praise Thine all-honorable
and majestic Name, of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto
ages of ages.
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PEOPLE: Amen.

COmelqadd)

PRIEST: And the mercies of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ, be with you all.
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PEOPLE: And with thy spirit.
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Litany of the

Lord’s Prayer

DEACON: Having commemorated all the saints,
again and again, in peace let us pray to the Lord.
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PEOPLE: Lord, have mercy.
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DEACON: For the precious gifts which have
been spread forth and sanctified, let us pray to the
Lord.
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PEOPLE: Lord, have mercy.
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DEACON: That our God, Who loveth mankind,
receiving them upon His holy, most heavenly and
ideal altar as a aroma of spiritual sweetness, will
send down upon us in return His divine grace and
the gift of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.
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PEOPLE: Lord, have mercy.
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DEACON: Asking for the unity of the faith and
the communion of the Holy Spirit, let us
commend ourselves and each other and all our
life unto Christ our God.
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PEOPLE: To Thee, O Lord.
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PRIEST: O our God, the God of salvation, do
Thou teach us how we may worthily give thanks
unto Thee for Thy benefits, which Thou hast ever
bestowed and yet dost bestow among us. Do Thou,
O our God Who receivest these gifts, purify us
from every defilement of flesh and spirit; teach us
to perfect holiness in Thy fear, that we, receiving
a portion of Thy holy things in the witness of a
pure conscience toward Thee, may be made one
with the holy Body and Blood of Thy Christ and
that, having received them worthily, we may have
Christ abiding in our hearts and may become a
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temple of Thy Holy Spirit. Yea, O our God, cause
also that none of us may be guilty of these Thy
dread and heavenly mysteries or infirm in soul or
in body through an unworthy partaking; but enable
us, even unto our last breath, worthily to receive a
portion of Thy holy things, as a support upon the
road to life eternal and as an acceptable defense at
the fearful judgment seat of Thy Christ. That we
also, together with all the saints who, in all the
ages, have been well-pleasing unto Thee, may be
made partakers of Thine everlasting good things,
which Thou hast prepared for those who love
Thee, O Lord.
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PRIEST: And vouchsafe, O Master, that with
boldness and without condemnation we may dare to
call upon Thee, the heavenly God, as Father, and to
say:
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PEOPLE: Our Father, Who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy Name; Thy Kingdom come; Thy
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from the evil.
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PRIEST: For Thine is the Kingdom and the
power and the glory of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and
unto ages of ages.
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PEOPLE: Amen.
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PRIEST: Peace be to all. aSaaeal Sl eplsl
PEOPLE: And to thy spirit. clag)ly sl
DEACON: Bow your heads unto the Lord. el gy oadl : ubadll
PEOPLE: To Thee, O Lord. ‘._Dfle Al )

PRIEST: O Master Lord, the Father of
compassions and the God of all comfort: Bless,
sanctify, guard, strengthen, fortify those who have
bowed their heads unto Thee; withdraw from them
every evil work; unite them to every good work;
and graciously grant that without condemnation
they may partake of these Thine immaculate and
life-giving mysteries, unto the forgiveness of sins
and unto the communion of the Holy Spirit:
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PRIEST: Through the grace and compassions | ,dull afiaig asgll Sl a:’.a\éij dazy roalsl

and love toward mankind of Thine only-begotten
Son, with Whom Thou art blessed, together with
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Thine all-holy and good and life-giving Spirit, | jaa o\j O s OY) eslaal) @LA\J éhal\

now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
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PEOPLE: Amen.
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The Divine Liturgy continues as normal until this Thanksgiving Prayer

PRIEST: We give thanks unto Thee, O Lord our God, for
the participation in Thy holy, immaculate, immortal and
heavenly mysteries, which Thou hast given unto us for the
welfare and sanctification of our souls and bodies. Do
Thou, the same Master of all, grant that the communion of
the holy Body and Blood of Thy Christ may be for us unto
faith unashamed, unto love unfeigned, unto increase of
wisdom, unto the healing of soul and body, unto the
turning aside of every adversary, unto the fulfillment of
Thy commandments, unto an acceptable defense at the
fearful judgment seat of Thy Christ,
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PRIEST: For Thou art our sanctification, and | =g llg (¥1g &Y g, Liwnts cul Y oalsl)

unto Thee we ascribe glory, to the Father and to

the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and -l L.):‘J"’léj‘ A3 g olgh S5 oY) eadl)

unto ages of ages.

PEOPLE: Amen.
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The Divine Liturgy continues as normal to the end.
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