
The First Resurrection on Holy Saturday 
Our Lord’s Descent into Hades to Raise the Old Testament Righteous 

 

The Second Resurrection on Pascha 
The Myrrh-bearing Women witnessing our Lord’s Empty Tomb 

 

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen! 

! حقا قامالمسیح قام!    



St. George Orthodox Church       V. Rev. Father Joseph M. Abud, Pastor 
5191 Lennon Road • Flint, Michigan 48507 • (810) 732-0720      Rev. Fr. Michael Bassett, Assistant 

May 5, 2024 
Our Lord’s Great and Holy Pascha (Passover): the 

Glorious Resurrection of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ 
 

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen! 
! حقا قام  المسیح قام!  

 
 

Welcome to St. George!  Thank you for attending today’s Paschal Services celebrating 
the Resurrection of our Lord!  We believe Holy Communion to be a sign that in Christ we have 
all things in common, share an identical faith, and are united fully to the Orthodox Church.  Holy 
Communion can be given to Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves through prayer, 
fasting (no food or drink from a light lunch), the Sacrament of Confession (7 years and older) 
within the last 2 months, being at peace with others, and attending the Divine Liturgy regularly.  
Everyone is invited to the final blessing and receive Holy Bread at the end of Liturgy. 

Holy Bread Offerings (Oblations) 
• Khaled and Sally Abuaita for the health of their family especially children Watan, Karim, 

Ayham, and Majd, Fr. Joe, and the suffering children of Gaza and in loving memory of 
grandmother Rahma, aunt Mary, Androlla Abuaita and friend Sahar Abuaita. 

BAPTISM/CHRISMATION DAYS 
The Church School offers the Holy Bread for their teachers and/or students who are celebrating 
their New Birth {Baptism and/or Chrismation} into the Church this coming week: 

 Zain Hawwash ~ May 7th  
 Joy Abuaita and Jonathan Rishmawi – May 10th  

 

May our children be children of the Light and heirs of eternal good things. (Baptismal Service) 

Live Streaming of Divine Services 
St. George is open for all parishioners and visitors.  If you cannot attend, please pray 
with us through our livestream which can be seen on our YouTube Channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/c/SaintGeorgeOrthodoxChurchFlintMI 
If you have a smart TV, you actually have a web browser and YouTube app built in.  All 
you have to do is start the browser app for YouTube and put the link in the address bar. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/SaintGeorgeOrthodoxChurchFlintMI


• This morning we also pray for the servants of God who have fallen asleep in the Lord:  Jameela 
Al-Sumairat (+March 24th, grandmother of Dania Hanna) and Marwan Al-Sahouri (+April 14th, 
brother-in-law of Issa Odeh and George Ishaq) ~ may their memory be eternal! 

• Prayers are offered for our parishioners, their family, and friends who are ill, recovering, or in need, 
especially His servants: Archbishop Nathaniel (Romanian Diocese of the Orthodox Church in 
America), our Bishop Anthony, Fr. Joe Abud, Sahar Abdallah, Abeer Abuaita, Reader Fouad 
& Soad Abuaita, Philip & Janett Abuaita, Rasha Abuaita, Sami & Shafiqa Abuaitah, Laila 
Abud, George Abueita, Georgette Abueita, Jane Abueita, Youssif Abousamra, William 
Alsahouri, Naila Banna, Vera Daoud, Said Farah, Joseph Gagne, Elias Gantos, Phyllis Good, 
Ronald Haddad, Daisy Isaac, John Joseph, Danny Mortensen, Karen Mortensen, Laura Nassar, 
Jeanette Nassif, Adam Odeh, Elaine Shaheen, and Michael Silpoch; Luay, Vera, and newborn 
Lucas Sababa (April 10th); your servants Jaden Turner, Evan Sandford, and Maria Kirk who are 
in catechism (under instruction) to become members of our Orthodox Faith.        

• Remember in your prayers those who are with child: Stephanie and Nadim Burbar & Natania and 
Rene Hanna. 

 

Announcements 
• For the next forty days, until the Feast of our Lord's Ascension into Heaven on June 13th, 

we greet each other with Christ is Risen! and respond Indeed He is Risen! 

• Our Ladies Auxiliary and Men’s Fellowship (thank you to both!) invite everyone to break 
the fast with our annual Paschal Breakfast immediately following the Paschal Liturgy.    

• Vespers of Love (Baa’ooth or Agape Vespers) and Egg Hunt  This afternoon on Pascha, 
May 5th at 1pm.  This service, along with our Bright Week Liturgies, are a continuation of 
our celebration of Pascha.  If your children did not come this morning, then you especially 
NEED to come to this service so our children can sing “Christ is Risen”, process with 
candles, etc. like we did.  At the service, the Gospel is read in different languages (English, 
Arabic, Spanish, Ukrainian, etc).  If you would like to read, come to church by 12:45pm.  
Also, please have your children bring a basket to collect their goodies at the Egg Hunt.   

• Thank you to all parishioners who baked, bought, donated, setup/cleanup, and gave 
their support to our Church School Program!  The Palm Sunday Bake Sale was a great 
success and made over $3,300! 

• The national Food For Hungry People program during the Great Fast is now over.  
Please bring your and your children’s boxes or empty them and send your donations to 
the church or with a check or online at our website: https://saintgeorgeflint.org/.   

LADIES AUXILIARY MOTHER’S DAY DINNER 
This wonderful activity is for the Women of St. George and is on Tuesday, May 14th at 5pm at 
Taboon’s in Grand Blanc.  Come and enjoy a wonderful meal and great fellowship!  For more 
information and to make reservations (cost: $30 per person) deadline: May 10th, please 
contact Jeanette Nassif (810-845-0481).  

https://saintgeorgeflint.org/


• Thank you first and foremost to Fr. Michael Bassett for all he has done during the 
Great Fast until Pascha, to our regular Chanters (Anwar, Janet, and Elias Abueita, 
Sally Abuaita, Kh. Pam Bassett, Hiam Bathish, and Aida Nassar), and Choir; our 
other Parish Ministries: Parish Council, Ladies Auxiliary, Men’s Fellowship, Altar 
Servers, Altar Society, Holy Bread Bakers, and Ushers;  Vera Daoud for polishing all 
of our silver church items and making Palm Crosses; Khaled Al-Khouri for making 
sure all of the lights in and out of our complex were working; Kelly Dotson (our Office 
Manager) and Munther Al-Kahush for all of their hard work which enabled everything 
to be as beautiful as possible for the Great Fast, Holy Week, and Pascha! 

 

Paschal Greeting and Response 
Until our Lord’s Ascension into Heaven on the 40th day after Pascha (June 13th) 

English:  Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen! 
Arabic:  Al-Maseeh Qam!  Haqqan Qam! 
Greek:  Christos Aneste!  Alethos Aneste! 

Slavonic:  Christos Voskrese!  Voistinu Voskrese! 
Ukrainian:  Христос Воскрес!  Воїстину Воскрес! 

Romanian:  Christos a Inviaht!  Adevarat a Inviaht! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bright Week – No Fasting 
Pascha-Sunday  Vespers of Love {Baa’ooth or Agape Vespers}   1pm 
Monday  Bright Monday Paschal Liturgy at St. Mary Magdalene in Fenton   10am 
Wednesday Bright Wednesday Paschal Liturgy at St. George    6pm 
Friday  Bright Friday Paschal Liturgy at Assumption in Grand Blanc    10am 
Saturday  Great Vespers    4pm 



“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26) 
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Great and Holy Pascha 2024: the Glorious Resurrection of our Lord 
 
Beloved Clergy and Faithful of the Midwest Diocese, 

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen! 
 المس�ح قام!   حقئ فئل!    

“God created man in His own Image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” 
(Genesis 1:27)  Our Lord Jesus Christ “is the image of the invisible God.”  We were created in Him (Colossians 
1:15-16a) and through Him (Hebrews 1:2). 

We received from Adam, the first created man, a humanity that was damaged and weakened by corruption that 
came from Adam’s sin. 

The created image of God, mankind, needed to be remade, refashioned in order to resume the path laid out by 
God in the beginning, to be perfect and immortal.  “For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 
alive.”  
(1 Corinthians 15:22)  

By His birth from the Holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary, He healed this crippled and disabled humanity.  In 
His Holy Resurrection, He revealed the resurgent, rebuilt human nature both in soul and body, “for as by a man 
came death, by a man (the God-Man, Jesus) has come also the resurrection of the dead.” (1 Corinthians 15:21)  

In our baptism, we were given this new human nature.  We were re-created in Christ, the Image of God the 
Father: “We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4)  As Saint Paul says, just as a little 
toddler, a little child, learns to walk after being born in this world, we must learn to walk in the newness of life.  
Born and raised “in the flesh” we are also, now, reborn and raised in the Spirit: “That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” (John 3:6) 

Raised brand new by Christ’s Resurrection, we are taught to live the new life by the Holy Spirit in the 
Sacraments, prayers, practices, and disciplines of His Holy Church.  Resurrection in Christ!  Rehabilitation in the 
Holy Spirit!  Reception into God’s Kingdom when our Lord returns at the Second Coming! 

As a patient takes the skilled hands of the physical therapist and starts to walk again until regaining full strength, 
let us take the hands of Christ, our Spiritual Therapist, in the power of the Holy Spirit, in His Church, and learn to 
walk again in the absolute joy and fullness of the Resurrected life! 

Yours in our Risen Lord, 

 
+Bishop ANTHONY  
Bishop of Toledo  
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 
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The Most Reverend 
Metropolitan Saba 
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Donations for 
the Great Fast, Holy Week, and Pascha 

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS ALL OF OUR DONORS! 
 

Akathist/Madayeh Fridays: 
• Jamal and Manal Abuaita for the health of their family especially children Dr. Tamer, Samir, 

Mariann, Dr. Yara and Sameh, Philip, Janett, and in loving memory of Mariam and Mounir. 
• Hiam Bathish for the health of her children Rudaina, Lubna, Areen, Reem, and Amer, 

grandchildren, and great-grandchildren and in loving memory of husband Emil, Dannie, Jose, 
Yacoub and Marie Farah, Naif and Julia Bathish. 

• Ayman and Wafaa Elias for the health of their family especially Christine, Dr. Matthew, Maximus, 
John, Mariah, Jasmine, and Eddie and in loving memory of Elias, Joselyn, Ibrahim, Thouriah, 
Salim, and Badia. 

• Najwa Joubran for the health of her family especially Jennifer, Martin, Emma, and Ava and in loving 
memory of her departed family members. 

• Richard Shaheen for the health of his family and in loving memory of parents Fred and Mamie 
Shaheen, sister Patricia and Harry Haddad, and niece JoAnn Merrelli.  

• John and Dr. Lauren Zerka for the health of their family especially Daniel and Nazera Czerniak, 
Milad & Georgette Zerka, Korey and Lindsay Lester, Danny and Asmahan Zerka, Ryan and Joyce 
Schlee, and their families and in loving memory of Leonard and Evelyn Czerniak, Andrew and 
Jeanette Cassis, George and Nazera Zerka, Antoine and Leila Nehme, and Michael Zerka. 

Carnations for the Holy and Life-giving Cross (3rd Sunday of the Great Fast): 
• Drs. Ron Shaheen and Kathy Kudrey for the health of their family especially grandchildren Emily and 

Evelyn and in loving memory of parents George and Beatrice and brother Kenneth. 

2 pounds of Incense: 
• Fares and Sahar Abdallah for the health of their family especially children Dr. Laila, Crystal, and 

Nicholas and in loving memory of Hilda and Yacoub Zureikat  

Palms and Fern Arrangements:  
• The Palms are offered by Amer and Dr. Melissa Bathish for the health of Hiam, Madison, Emil, 

Julia, and Lindsey and in loving memory of parents Emil Bathish and Jim and Carolyn Gorr. 
• (2) Fern Arrangements offered by Khader and Lucy Abuaita for the health of their family. 
• A Fern Arrangement offered by Hiam Bathish for the health of her children Rudaina, Lubna, Areen, 

Reem, and Amer, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren and in loving memory of husband Emil, 
Dannie, Jose, Yacoub and Marie Farah, Naif and Julia Bathish.  

• A Fern Arrangement offered by John and Dr. Lauren Zerka for the health of their family especially 
Daniel and Nazera Czerniak, Milad & Georgette Zerka, Korey and Lindsay Lester, Danny and 
Asmahan Zerka, Ryan and Joyce Schlee, and their families and in loving memory of Leonard and 
Evelyn Czerniak, Andrew and Jeanette Cassis, George and Nazera Zerka, Antoine and Leila Nehme, 
and Michael Zerka. 



Flowers for Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday Icons: 
• Flowers for the Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday Icons offered by Ayman and Wafaa Elias for the 

health of their family especially Christine, Dr. Matthew, Maximus, John, Mariah, Jasmine, and 
Eddie and in loving memory of Elias, Joselyn, Ibrahim, Thouriah, Salim, and Badia. 

Flowers for Holy Week Icons: 
• Flowers for the Bridegroom Icon offered by Jamal and Manal Abuaita for the health of their family 

especially children Dr. Tamer, Samir, Marianne, Dr. Yara and Sameh, Philip, Janett, and in loving 
memory of Mariam and Mounir. 

• Flowers for Crucifixion and Un-Nailing of Jesus from the Cross Icons offered by Hiam Bathish for the 
health of her Rudaina, Lubna, Areen, Reem, and Amer, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren 
and in loving memory of Emil, Dannie, Jose, Yacoub and Marie Farah, Naif and Julia Bathish. 

• Flowers for the Entombment Icon offered by Zahra Hayek for the health of her family and in loving 
memory of husband Qusta. 

• Crown of Thorns offered by Drs. Ronald Shaheen and Kathy Kudray for the health of their family 
especially grandchildren Emily and Evelyn and in loving memory of parents George and Beatrice and 
brother Kenneth. 

• Flowers for the Tomb of Christ offered by the Ghattas Family for the health of the Ghattas and 
Khouri Families and in loving memory of George, Lucy, Salwa, Edward, Diane, Yousif, Freda, 
Elia, Ajaeb, Eskander, Daad, Kamelia, Fouad, and Samira. 

Bay Leaves: 
• Father Michael and Khouriya Pam Bassett for the health of their family especially sons Christopher 

and Jonathan.  

Paschal Icons: 
• Janet Abueita for the health of her family especially husband Anwar on the occasion of his Name’s 

Day, children Tony, Chrissy, Jacqueline, John, Jenny, Tony, her grandchildren, George, and Fr. 
Joe and in loving memory of Peter, Alice, Asmahan, Nasim, Basim, Yacoub and Mary. 

• Richard Shaheen for the health of his family and in loving memory of parents Fred and Mamie 
Shaheen, sister Patricia and Harry Haddad, and niece JoAnn Merrelli.  

Paschal Candles: 
• Khader and Lucy Abuaita for the health of their family. 
• Issa and Lina Burbar for the health of the Burbar, Damouni, Rizk, Kassis, Abu-Diwan, Hannoush, 

Gantos, Deek, Haddad, Shehadeh, Zerka, Khoury, and Hayek Families and in loving memory of 
Abdallah, Amal, Kareemeh, Diab, Mary, Said, Elias, Joseph, Malke, Jad, Josephine, Bishara, 
Malaki, Baseem, Hanna, Lawrence, Sadie, Abdallah, Amal, Maria, Michael, and George. 

• Dr. David and May Gantos and Family for the health of the Gantos, Damouni, Farah, Kassis, 
Burbar, Haddad Hannoush, Khoury, Rizk, and Abdo Families and in loving memory of Laura and 
Shane Gantos, Elias, Mary, Jad, Bishara, and Josephine Damouni, Diab, Kareemeh, John, George, 
Hanna, Said, and Laurence Rizk, Baseem Kassis, Abdo, Najeyeh, Mary, Shoukree and Lynn 
Abdo, Shafik and Kameleh Gantos. 

 



Paschal Flowers: 
• Issa and Esperanza Abuaita for the health of Sandy, Josalien, Naugod, Luka, Lahni, Marahia, 

Nejma and her children and their families and in loving memory of George, Wadeha, Georgette, 
Micahle, and Nejma. 

• Janet Abueita for the health of her family especially husband Anwar on the occasion of his Name’s 
Day, and children Tony, Chrissy, Jacqueline, John, Jenny, Tony, her grandchildren, George, and 
Fr. Joe and in loving memory of Peter, Alice, Asmahan, Nasim, Basim, Yacoub, and Mary. 

• Hiam Bathish for the health of her children Rudaina, Lubna, Areen, Reem, and Amer,  
grandchildren, and great grandchildren and in loving memory of husband Emil, Dannie, Jose, parents 
Yacoub and Marie, and Naif and Julia. 

• Zahra Hayek for the health of her family and in loving memory of husband Qusta. 
• (3) Ziyad and Mary Ibrahim for the health of their family especially children Issa, Melissa, Mario, 

Isabella, and Ziyad’s mother Nadia and in loving memory of Nassim, Issa, and Joe. 
• Najwa Joubran for the health of her family especially Marten, Jennifer, Emma and Ava and in loving 

memory of her departed family members. 
• (3) Nicola and Mary Khoury for the health of their family especially children Natalie, Nicole, Tanas, 

mothers Suhaila and Fadwa and in loving memory of fathers Abouna Ibrahim and Michael. 
• Karam and Aida Nassar for the health of their family especially Fred, Omar, Sarah, and Salam and 

in loving memory of Nichola and Rasmia. 
• Victoria Nassar for the health of her family especially children Heather and Alexandra and in loving 

memory of husband Jamil.  
• George and Jeanette Nassif for the health of the Nassif, Farah, Abdella, and Saseen Families and in 

loving memory of son Paul, and Jeanette’s parents Adel and Joseph. 
• (2) Fadi and Evette Rishmawi for the health of their family especially children Caroline, Mariane, 

Amany, and Christina and in loving memory of  Nassim, Nazek, Naheel, Odeh, Katrina, and Farah. 
• Doug and Sandy Thomas for the health of their family especially Landon, Jordan, Morgan, and 

Laney and in loving memory of Alex and Jean Khouri, Marvin, Virginia, and Ken Thomas. 

Paschal Peace Lilies: 
• (2) Majdi and Rula Alkazaha for the health of their children Andrew, Julian, and Jamila, and 

Attalaha Alkazaha and in loving memory of Raed and Khalil Ibrahim, and Mary Abuaita. 

Paschal Eggs: 
• Suheil and Abeer Abuaita for the health of their children and grandchildren and in loving memory 

of Issa, Nahil, and Hanna. 

Paschal Floral Arrangements and White Bows: 
• Timothy Beers and Victoria Zerka for the health of their families especially Vicky’s mother Shirley 

and Godchildren Branden, Tanner, and Sofie and in loving memory of George, Lourice, Sam, Sadie, 
Handoumi, Harry, Louise, and Fred. 
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