GREAT VESPERS ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2021; TONE 1
SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY OF CHRIST (THE GENEALOGY)

Priest: Blessed is our God, always, now and ever,
and unto ages of ages.
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Choir: Amen.

SRR

THE PSALM OF INTRODUCTION—PSALM 103

Reader: Come, let us worship and fall down before
God our King.

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ,
our King and our God.

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ
Himself, our King and our God.

Bless the Lord, O my soul; O Lord my God, Thou
hast been magnified exceedingly. Confession and
majesty hast Thou put on, Who coverest Thyself
with light as with a garment, Who stretchest out the
heaven as it were a curtain, Who supporteth His
chambers in the waters, Who appointeth the clouds
for His ascent, Who walketh upon the wings of the
winds, Who maketh His angels spirits, and His
ministers a flame of fire. Who establisheth the earth
in the sureness thereof; it shall not be turned back
forever and ever. The abyss like a garment is His
mantle; upon the mountains shall the waters stand.
At Thy rebuke they will flee, at the voice of Thy
thunder shall they be afraid. The mountains rise up
and the plains sink down, unto the place where
Thou hast established them. Thou appointedst a
bound that they shall not pass, neither return to
cover the earth. He sendeth forth springs in the
valleys; between the mountains will the waters run.
They shall give drink to all the beasts of the field;
the wild asses will wait to quench their thirst.
Beside them will the birds of the heaven lodge,
from the midst of the rocks will they give voice. He
watereth the mountains from His chambers; the
carth shall be satisfied with the fruit of Thy works.
He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and
green herb for the service of men, to bring forth
bread out of the earth; and wine maketh glad the
heart of man. To make his face cheerful with oil;
and bread strengtheneth man’s heart. The trees of
the plain shall be satisfied, the cedars of Lebanon,
which Thou hast planted. There will the sparrows
make their nests; the house of the heron is chief
among them. The high mountains are a refuge for
the harts, and so is the rock for the hares. He hath
made the moon for seasons; the sun knoweth his
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going down. Thou appointedst the darkness, and
there was the night, wherein all the beasts of the
forest will go abroad; young lions roaring after their
prey, and seeking their food from God. The sun
ariseth, and they are gathered together, and they lay
them down in their dens. Man shall go forth unto
his work, and to his labor until the evening. How
magnified are Thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast
Thou made them all. The earth is filled with Thy
creation. So is this great and spacious sea, wherein
are things creeping innumerable, small living
creatures with the great. There go the ships; there
this leviathan, whom Thou hast made to play
therein. All things wait on Thee, to give them their
food in due season; when Thou givest it them, they
will gather it. When Thou openest Thy hand, all
things shall be filled with goodness; when Thou
turnest away Thy face, they shall be troubled. Thou
wilt take their spirit, and they shall cease; and unto
their dust shall they return. Thou wilt send forth
Thy Spirit, and they shall be created; and Thou shalt
renew the face of the earth. Let the glory of the
Lord be unto the ages; the Lord will rejoice in His
works. Who looketh on the earth and maketh it
tremble, Who toucheth the mountains and they
smoke. I will sing unto the Lord throughout my life,
I will chant to my God for as long as I have my
being. May my words be sweet unto Him; I will
rejoice in the Lord. O that sinners would cease from
the earth, and they that work iniquity, that they
should be no more. Bless the Lord, O my soul. The
sun knoweth his going down. Thou appointedst the
darkness, and there was the night. How magnified
are Thy works, O Lord! In wisdom hast Thou made
them all.
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to Thee, O God.
(thrice)

O our God and our Hope, glory to Thee!
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THE GREAT LITANY

Deacon: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: For the peace from above and the salvation
of our souls, let us pray to the Lord .
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: For the peace of the whole world, the
good estate of the Holy Churches of God, and the
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union of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: For this Holy House and those who
with faith, reverence, and fear of God enter
therein, let us pray to the Lord.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: For our father and Metropolitan N.,
(our Archbishop N. or Bishop N.), the honorable
presbytery, the diaconate in Christ, all the clergy
and people, let us pray to the Lord.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: For Metropolitan Paul and
Archbishop John and their quick release from
captivity and safe return, let us pray to the
Lord.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: For our country, its President, civil
authorities, and Armed Forces, let us pray to the
Lord.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Deacon: For this city and every city and countryside
and the faithful who dwell therein, let us pray to the
Lord.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: For healthful seasons, abundance of the
fruits of the earth, and peaceful times, let us pray
to the Lord.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: For travelers by sea, by land, and
by air, the sick, the suffering, the captive,
and for their salvation, let us pray to the
Lord.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: For our deliverance from all tribulation,
wrath, danger, and necessity, let us pray to the Lord.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: Help us; save us; have mercy on us;
and keep us, O God, by Thy grace.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: Calling to remembrance our
all-holy, immaculate, most blessed and
glorious Lady the Theotokos and ever-
Virgin Mary, with all the Saints, let us
commend ourselves and each other, and
all our life unto Christ our God.
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Choir: To Thee, O Lord. H b | ::@353\

Priest: For unto Thee are due all glory, | *§ PRV 1&le mai & < ol ak ;\:& - oAl
honor, and worship to the Father and to the | ° el < B (US‘J = & A o

Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, .O:DA\;]\ A «:J\} ‘O\}i 35} USH ‘d_ﬂw\ éﬁ)ﬂj C)—‘Yb
and unto ages of ages. g = =

Choir: Amen. .Cpa) ABgal)

“BLESSED IS THE MAN?” and verses

Verse: Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked.
Refrain: Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Verse: For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.
Refrain
Verse: Serve the Lord in fear and rejoice; rejoice in Him with trembling. Refrain
Verse: Blessed are all who take refuge in Him. Refrain
Verse: Arise, arise, O Lord. Save me O my God. Refrain
Verse: Salvation belongs to the Lord. Thy blessing be upon Thy people. Refrain
Verse: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now and ever and unto
ages of ages.
Amen. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Glory to Thee O God (3 times).
THE LITTLE LITANY
Priest: Again and again, in peace, let us pray calbs G ) Leails Leadl s ol
to the Lord. ’
Choir: Lord, have mercy. ) < b rdsad
Priest: Help us; save us; have mercy on us; iy 2 L i =S (Jaldy (il :oalsl)
and keep us, O God, by Thy grace. i
Choir: Lord, have mercy. a0l e b ided

Priest: Calling to remembrance our all-holy, | S5l &8l (salall (dadadl) LY L&Y ey 1ol
immaculate, most-blessed and glorious Lady ’
the Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all ) o o ;
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other, and all our life unto Christ our God. 4N
Choir: To Thee, O Lord.

Priest: For Thine is the might, and Thine is

the kingdom, and the power and the glory of | &1 14 asally s5all, alla) ally sed ll GY:calsl)
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy .
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“O LORD, I HAVE CRIED” IN TONE ONE

O Lord, I have cried out unto Thee, hear Thou
me; hear Thou me, O Lord. O Lord, I have cried T S e
out unto Thee, hear Thou me. Give ear to the | =3 &) Suail ‘g;i ralld Qi ) &y b
voice of my supplication when I cry out unto
Thee: hear Thou me, O Lord.
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Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as the
incense, and the lifting up of my hands as the
evening sacrifice; hear Thou me, O Lord.
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Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and a
protecting door round about my lips.
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Incline not my heart to evil words, to make| L1l dﬁu M )_JJ\ (;)\5 | ‘9_\5 U_f\f,y

excuses in sins.

With men that work iniquity; and I will not g il e ts»é‘ Y5 e:,y\ Slalall uli) a2

communicate with the choicest of them.

The just man shall correct me in mercy and shall | 2,,
reprove me; but let not the oil of the sinner anoint

my head.
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with which they are well pleased; their judges falling

upon the rock have been swallowed up.
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They shall hear my words, for they are sweet; as
when the thickness of the earth is broken upon the
ground, their bones are scattered by the side of
hell.
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But to Thee, O Lord, Lord, are mine eyes; in | | . 1) @":’ “Ma idgﬂ Sle i’i,;: ) &y by b u\g

Thee have I put my trust, take not away my
soul.

Keep me from the snare which they have laid ?:‘Y‘ ‘*A":u )Bbu u»“j af bosai (53 @ﬂ\ G *:I'“l

for me, and the traps of the workers of iniquity.

Let the wicked fall into their own nets, J’lci uj A:Jl 9‘)@3\ Q‘; u L’)jg) (gmfﬂ B (f ,szf: X T 2.z

whilst I alone escape.

I cried unto the Lord with my voice, with my voice

unto the Lord, did I make my supplication.
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I poured out my supplication before Him; I showed

before Him my trouble.
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When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then

Thou knewest my path.
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In the way wherein | walked have they secretly
laid a snare for me.
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I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was . Lf; 325 i u’s_, ?h & ~=°jj Ol & AL

no man that would know me.

Refuge failed me; no one cared for my soul.
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I cried unto Thee, O Lord; I said: Thou art my refuge iy Sl e Eol &l 9 Oy b ell) Eidyad

and my portion in the land of the living.
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Attend unto my cry, for [ am brought very low.
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Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are
stronger than [.
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For the Resurrection in Tone One

Verse 10. Bring my soul out of prison, that | sz, X, é/ir{_/‘ o s (/JAG)A/;.IO ShS ¢l

may praise Thy Name. Accept our evening

prayers, O Holy Lord. Grant us forgiveness U‘)“:" Uil Afilual) Lolsla Ja ¢ agdal ‘—US‘ Léi‘
of our sins; for Thou alone hast made| | v’h‘d\ o dalaal) )@.l:\ Gl i Gl E LUl

manifest the Resurrection unto the world.

Verse 9. The righteous shall wait for me until
Thou recompense me. Encompass Zion, O ye
people, and surround it; give ye glory therein to
Him Who arose from the dead; for He is our God
Who hath delivered us from our transgressions.
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Verse 8. Out of the depths have I cried to Thee, O
Lord, Lord hear my voice. O come, ye people, let
us praise Christ and bow down before Him,
glorifying His Resurrection from the dead; for He
is our God Who hath delivered the world from the
wiles of the enemy.
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Verse 7. Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice | =, & _J uig ad 3l A 7 %&

of my supplication. Rejoice, O ye heavens;

sound the trumpets, ye foundations of the earth; Sl by ggj" «lglaldl Ll c;“@:"’\ gcj—‘a-?
thunder forth gladness, O ye mountains; for 135-h AN ‘Cﬂb Il L@fu\ bl ‘u'ajﬁ\

behold, Emmanuel hath nailed to the Cross our

sins; and the Giver of Life hath slain death, HENY é—’\-‘j\} cdnliay Llthad 35 38 Jaiglee

raising up Adam; for He is the Lover of
mankind.
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iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? For with
Thee there is forgiveness. He Who was

Who didst suffer and was buried, and arose

again from the dead: let us praise, saying, O Lﬁ)j\ f I ‘—‘-}-’ ‘C;‘-*-“-‘J\ LG—J\ Pl “,—‘}“y‘
Christ: confirm Thy Church in Orthodoxy, and | |z} &2 5 ¢ éJL.A S L (LA (,L.u 5 ¢ aniidal)

make peaceful our lives; for Thou art good and
the Lover of mankind.

Verse 5. Because of Thy Name have I waited | < 1 i b Gl Gjia Slad) ‘/Afw .5 b g

for Thee, O Lord; my soul hath waited upon

Thy word, my soul hath hoped in the Lord. Ead cui.d el e g"“"d"@‘é”bﬂgﬁg“@
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though unworthy, offer glory to Thine
ineffable compassion, O Christ our God; for

sinless One, that Thou mightest grant
Resurrection to the world; for Thou art good
and the Lover of mankind.
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For the Forefathers in Tone Eight (**The Paradise of Eden**)

Verse 4. From the morning watch until night, from
the morning watch let Israel trust in the Lord.

As we the faithful celebrate today * the
Forefathers’ memory, * let us praise Christ the
Redeemer and our King, * Who magnified them in
the midst * of all nations upon the earth * and
through faith accomplished strange and wondrous
signs, * performing marvels and miracles, * since
He is powerful and strong, * and Who from them
hath shown unto us * that rod of power prophesied:
* Mary, the Child of God, * who alone had no
experience of man * and from whom came the
Flower, * the promised Christ, Who sprouted life
for all, * inexhaustible delight, * and our salvation
to eternity.
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Verse 3. For with the Lord there is mercy and with
Him is abundant redemption, and He will deliver
Israel from all his iniquities.
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As we the faithful celebrate today ...
above)

(repeat
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Verse 2. Praise the Lord, all nations; praise Him,
all people. As in a gentle shower ‘midst the flame,
* the Children of God rejoiced * as they walked
about amidst the Spirit’s dew; * and in the flame
they mystically * did prefigure the Trinity * and the
wondrous Incarnation of Christ God; * since they
were wise, by their faith in God * they quenched the
power of the fire; * and righteous Daniel was also
seen * to muzzle lions in the den. * Since Thou, O
Friend of man, * art entreated by their prayers in our
behalf, * rescue us all, O Savior, * from the eternal
fire that nought can quench, * and vouchsafe that we
attain * unto Thy Kingdom in the Heavens, O Lord.
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Verse 1. For His mercy is great toward us, and the
When in the
furnace of the blazing flame, * Thy holy and faithful
proved to be as in a cool, refreshing dew; *
then did they mystically portray * from before that
Thou wast to come * from a Virgin whom Thy
brightness would not burn. * As for Thy coming the
second time * in Thy dread glory as our God, * the
wondrous Prophet and righteous man, * great Daniel,
clearly hath foretold, * when he cried out and said: *
I beheld until the thrones were set in place * and the
Judge sat for judgment; * and then rushed forth the
river of that fire, * from the which may we be saved,

truth of the Lord endureth forever.

Youths *

* by their entreaties, O our Master Christ.
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DOXASTICON FOR THE SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY IN TONE SIX

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit. Verily, Daniel, the man of
desires, when he saw Thee, O Lord, a Stone
cut out without hands, did foretell Thee a
Babe born without seed, O Word incarnate
of the Virgin, the untransformed God, and
Savior of our souls.
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THEOTOKION FOR THE RESURRECTION IN TONE ONE

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen. Let us sing the praises of Mary the
Virgin, Door of Heaven, glory of all the world,
sprung forth from man, who also didst bear the
Lord; the song of the bodiless powers, and the
enriching of the faithful; for she revealed herself
as Heaven and the Temple of the Godhead. She
destroyed the bulwarks of enmity and ushered in
peace and did throw open the Kingdom.
Wherefore, in that we possess this confirmation
of our Faith, we have a defender, even the Lord
Who was born of her. Be bold, therefore, be
bold, ye people of God, for He, the All-powerful,
will vanquish all your enemies.
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THE HOLY ENTRANCE

(While the “both now” is chanted, the following dialogue occurs QUIETLY as the clergy make the entrance.)

Deacon: Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
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Priest: In the evening and in the morning and
at noonday we praise Thee, we bless Thee, we
give thanks unto Thee, and we pray unto Thee,
O Master of all, Lord Who lovest mankind:
Direct our prayer as incense before Thee, and
incline not our hearts unto words or thoughts
of evil, but deliver us from all who seek after
our souls. For unto Thee, O Lord, Lord, are
our eyes, and in Thee have we hoped. Put us
not to shame, O our God. For unto Thee are
due all glory, honor, and worship: to the Father
and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; now and
ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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(When the clergy reach the center of the solea, the first part of the great censing begins. After the first part of
the great censing is completed, this next dialogue occurs QUIETLY.)

Deacon: Bless, master, the holy entrance.
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Priest: Blessed is the entrance to thy holy ones,

always, now and ever and unto ages of ages.

SV comn OF Blin® Jsad sa Hjlk el
ol as g eolsl OS5

Deacon: Amen.

Deacon: Wisdom! Stand Upright!
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O GLADSOME LIGHT

Choir: O gladsome Light of the holy glory
of the immortal Father, heavenly, holy,
blessed Jesus Christ. Now that we have
come to the setting of the sun, and behold
the light of evening, we praise God: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. For meet it is at all
times to worship Thee with voices of praise,
O Son of God, Giver of Life. Therefore all
the world doth glorify Thee.
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Deacon: The evening prokeimenon.
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SATURDAY PROKEIMENON IN TONE SIX

Choir: The Lord is King, and hath clothed

Himself with majesty. (ONCE)
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Verse 1. The Lord is robed; He is girded with

strength. (Refrain)
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Verse 2. For He has established the world so (;\_Aj)d\) fﬁ)—ﬁub‘"’-’?sl P/ .fl:j (5 . SAl

that it shall never be moved. (Refrain)

Verse 3. Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord,
forevermore. (Refrain)
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THE OLD TESTAMENT READINGS The First Reading

Deacon: Wisdom!
Reader: The Reading from Genesis. (14:14-20)
Deacon: Let us attend!
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Reader: When Abram heard that Lot his nephew
had been taken captive, he numbered his own
home-born servants 318, and pursued after them to
Dan. And he fell upon them at night, he and his
servants who were with him, and he smote them

and pursued them as far as Chobal, which is on the | -

left of Damascus. And he recovered all the cavalry
of Sodom, and he recovered Lot his nephew, and
all his possessions, and the women and the people.
And the king of Sodom went out to meet him, after
he returned from the slaughter of Chodollogomor,
and the kings with him, to the valley of Saby; this
was the king’s dale. And Melchisedek, king of
Salem, brought forth bread and wine, and he was
the priest of the Most High God. And he blessed
Abram, and said: Blessed be Abram of the Most
High God, Who made heaven and earth, and
blessed be the Most High God, Who delivered
thine enemies into thy hand.
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The Second Reading

Deacon: Wisdom!

Reader: The Reading from Deuteronomy. (1:8-
11, 15-17)

Deacon: Let us attend!
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Reader: Thus said Moses to the sons of Israel:
Behold, I have delivered the land before you; go in
and inherit the land, which the Lord swore to your
fathers Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, to give it to
them and to their seed after them. And I spake to
you at that time, saying: I shall not be able to bear
you by myself. The Lord your God hath multiplied
you, and behold, ye are today as the stars of
heaven for multitude. The Lord God of your
fathers add to you a thousand-fold more than ye
are, and bless you as He hath spoken to you. So I
took of you wise and understanding and prudent
men, and I set them to rule over you as rulers of
thousands, and rulers of hundreds, and rulers of
tens, and instructors for your judges. And I
commanded your judges at that time, saying: Hear
causes between your brethren, and judge justly
between a man and his brother, and the stranger

that is with him. Thou shalt not have respect to | <

persons in judgment, thou shalt judge small and
great equally; thou shalt not shrink from before the
person of a man, for the judgment is God’s.
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The Third Reading
Deacon: Wisdom! vzug; s uladid)
Reader: The Reading is from
Deuteronomy (10:14-21). LASY) A J’Q““ e il Beld sta Wl
Deacon: Let us attend! . c.«a.d gV VWA |




Reader: Thus said Moses to the sons of Israel:
Behold, the heaven, and the Heaven of heaven,
belong to the Lord thy God, the earth and all
things that are therein. Yet the Lord chose your
fathers to love them, and above all nations, as at
this day He chose you out of their seed after
them. Therefore, ye shall circumcise the
hardness of your heart, and ye shall not harden
your neck. For the Lord our God, He is God of
gods, and Lord of lords, the great, and strong,
and terrible God, Who doth not respect persons,
nor will He by any means accept a bribe;
executing judgment for the stranger and orphan
and widow, and He loveth the stranger to give
him food and raiment. Thou shalt fear the Lord
thy God, and serve Him, and shalt cleave to
Him, and shalt swear by His Name. He is thy
boast, and He is thy God, Who hath wrought for
thee these great and glorious things, which thine
eyes have seen.
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THE LITANY OF FERVENT SUPPLICATION

Deacon: Let us say with our whole soul
and with our whole mind, let us say.

Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: O Lord Almighty, the God of our
Fathers, we pray thee: hear us, and have mercy.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: Have mercy on us, O God, according
to Thy great mercy, we pray thee, hear us, and
have mercy.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice)
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Deacon: Again we pray for all pious and
Orthodox Christians.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice)
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Deacon: Again we pray for our father and
Metropolitan N. and our Bishop N.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice)
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Deacon: Again we pray for our brethren: the
priests, hieromonks, deacons, hierodeacons, and
monastics, and all our brotherhood in Christ.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice)
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Deacon: Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, slally 433l dg S < s Lmsb : uladd)
health, salvation, and visitation and pardon and i i M . Sall, b o
forgiveness of sins for (the servants of God,|&=™ <«  xd g=dally Adlally c‘)"“"x

[Names], and) all Orthodox Christians of true
worship, who live and dwell in this community.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice)

Deacon: Again we pray for the blessed and ever-
memorable founders of this holy church and (for
the departed servants of God, [Names], and all our
fathers and brethren, the Orthodox departed this
life before us, who here and in all the world lie
asleep in the Lord.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice)

(B) a3l o) L :dBgal)

Deacon: Again we pray for those who bear
fruit and do good works in this holy and all-
venerable temple, those who serve and those
who sing, those praying with us from their
homes, and all the people here present, who
await Thy great and rich mercy.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy. (thrice)
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Priest: For thou art a merciful God and lovest
mankind, and unto thee we ascribe glory to the
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now
and ever, and unto ages of ages.
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Choir: Amen.
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THE EVENING PRAYER

People: Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this
evening without sin. Blessed art Thou, O Lord,
the God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is
Thy Name forever. Amen. Let Thy mercy be
upon us, O Lord, even as we have set our hope on
Thee. Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy
statutes. Blessed art Thou, O Master; make me to
understand Thy statutes. Blessed art Thou, O
Holy One; enlighten me with Thy statutes. Thy
mercy, O Lord, endureth forever. O despise not
the works of Thy hands. To Thee belongeth
worship, to Thee belongeth praise, to Thee
belongeth glory to the Father and to the Son and
to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
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THE LITANY OF SUPPLICATION

Deacon: Let us complete our evening prayer unto the Lord.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: Help us; save us; have mercy on
us; and keep us, O God, by Thy grace.
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Choir: Lord, have mercy.
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Deacon: That the whole evening may be perfect,
holy, peaceful, and sinless, let us ask of the Lord.
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Choir: Grant this, O Lord.
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Deacon: An angel of peace, a faithful guide, a
guardian of our souls and bodies, let us ask of the
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Lord.

s G5 clalaals

Choir: Grant this, O Lord.
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Deacon: Pardon and forgiveness of our sins
and transgressions, let us ask of the Lord.
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Choir: Grant this, O Lord.
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Deacon: All things good and profitable for our
souls and peace for the world, let us ask of the
Lord.
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Choir: Grant this, O Lord.
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Deacon: That we may complete the remaining time
of our life in peace and repentance, let us ask of the
Lord.
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Choir: Grant this, O Lord.
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Deacon: A Christian ending to our life,
painless, blameless, peaceful, and a good
defense before the fearful Judgment Seat
of Christ, let us ask of the Lord.

Y5 O3

N ki dasua ha 53l G G guledd
Ll et el e o Lo Ugas egis

Choir: Grant this, O Lord.
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Deacon: Calling to remembrance our all-holy,
immaculate, most blessed and glorious Lady the
Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary, with all the
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each
other, and all our life unto Christ our God.
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Choir: Grant this, O Lord.
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Priest: For thou art a good God and lovest
mankind, and unto Thee we ascribe glory to
the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
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Choir: Amen.
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THE PEACE

Priest: Peace be to all.

2
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Choir: And to thy spirit.
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Deacon: Let us bow our heads unto the Lord.
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Choir: To thee, O Lord.
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All bow their heads as the priest says the following prayer:

Priest: O Lord our God, who didst bow the
heavens and come down for the salvation of
mankind: Look upon thy servants and thine
inheritance; for unto thee, the fearful Judge who
yet lovest mankind, have thy servants bowed their
heads and submissively inclined their necks,
awaiting not help from men but entreating thy
mercy and looking confidently for thy salvation.
Guard them at all times, both during this present
evening and in the approaching night, from every
foe, from all adverse powers of the devil and from
vain thoughts and from evil imaginations.
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Priest: Blessed and glorified be the might of
thy kingdom of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages
of ages.
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Choir: Amen.
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APOSTICHA FOR THE RESURRECTION IN TONE ONE

By Thy passion, O Christ, we have been set free
from sufferings; and by Thy Resurrection we
have been delivered from corruption. O Lord,
glory to Thee.
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Verse 1. The Lord is King, and hath clothed
Himself with majesty. The Lord is robed; He is
girded with strength. Let creation rejoice; let the
heavens cheer; let the nations clap their hands for
joy; for Christ our Savior to the Cross hath
nailed our sins; and having slain death and raised
up Adam, the progenitor of mankind, hath
granted us life, for He loveth mankind.
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Verse 2. For He has established the world so that it
shall never be moved. King of heaven and earth,
O inscrutable Creator, Thou Who, for love of
mankind, wast of Thy free-will crucified.
Having met Thee below, Hades was vexed
while the souls of the righteous on receiving
Thee were gladdened; and Adam seeing Thee,
the Creator, in the nethermost parts rose again.
O wonder! How the Life of all hath tasted
death by His own will, to enlighten the world
that crieth, saying: O Thou Who didst rise
from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.
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Verse 3. Holiness befits Thy house, O Lord,
forevermore. Thy myrrh-bearing women,
carrying spices, with haste and moaning reached
Thy sepulcher; but not finding Thine all-pure
body, and from the angel, having heard of the
new and most glorious miracle, said to the
Apostles: Risen is the Lord Who granteth unto
the world the Great Mercy.
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DOXASTICON FOR THE SUNDAY BE

FORE THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit.

Rejoice, O honored Prophets, who didst organize
well the law of the Lord, and appeared as stable,
unshakeable pillars of faith; for verily, they hath
become mediators of the New Covenant of
Christ. Wherefore, having been translated to
heaven, plead ye with Him to grant safety to the
world and to save our souls.
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THEOTOKION FOR THE RESURRECTION IN TONE TWO
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Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen. O wondrous event transcending all the
ancient miracles! For whoever hath heard of a
mother giving birth without a man, and carrying
in her arms Him Who containeth all creation?
Yet this is the will of the born God. Cease not,
therefore, O undefiled one to pray to Him Whom
thou didst carry in thine arms as a babe, and with
Whom thou didst acquire motherly privilege for
us who honor thee, that He may have mercy
upon us and save our souls.
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THE HYMN OF ST. SIMEON THE GOD-RECEIVER

Choir: Lord, now lettest thou Thy servant depart
in peace, according to Thy word; for mine eyes
have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared before the face of all people, a light to
lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people
Israel.
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THE TRISAGION PRAYERS

People: Holy God, Holy Mighty,
Immortal: Have mercy on us. (thrice)

Holy
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the

Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages of | *

ages. Amen.
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All Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord,
cleanse us from our sins. Master, pardon our
iniquities. Holy God wvisit and heal our
infirmities, for Thy Name’s sake.
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Lord, have mercy. (thrice)
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
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Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy
Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us, and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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Priest: For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of
ages.
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Choir: Amen.
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RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE
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While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the | 3552 Salhll Hitag caseal) Fra 6‘:‘; G Saall )
soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body,| ~ .. s e :
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heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver |, ’ , s . .
of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ, | 24l ¢(zmaeall gl clialidl Al sball Caaly b
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O Thou Who alone art the lover of mankind. g oo T

APOLYTIKION OF SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY IN TONE TWO

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the g i/l e o My ¥y U SXalf
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Great are the accomplishments of faith; for the AN 4mall Y «Olaty) Jlasl &2 daplae
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were sheep. Wherefore, by their prayers, O Christ| |, _5;23 . j)’:- :U}?\ fﬁ WA 1-6—3‘ (‘@"w : ::,g . (‘""

God, save our souls.

RESURRECTIONAL THEOTOKION IN TONE TWO

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. -d:“i-d-’ﬂ/—’j/ 8 s dbfcj@ oY/
Exceeding glorious beyond the power of thought I S
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THE DISMISSAL

Deacon: Wisdom! ks Galadd)

Choir: Father, bless! ol b gl sddgal)

Priest: Christ our God, the Existing One, is| . K 3L Al (gl Al :oalsl
blessed, always, now and ever, and unto ages of == bl : C"‘M& R
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Choir: Amen. Preserve, O God, the holy Orthodox | 2,241 Slay) Aly) E .\la);d LCynal 148 gal)

faith and all Orthodox Christians, unto ages of . ot L ) S
ages. Amen. cOmal OSagY) Gumanall paen 22 (bl
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and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. b (L’)-‘) )l S bl gal L Gupalall RA Q‘J
Lord, have mercy (thrice). Father, bless.

Priest: May He Who rose from the dead,| -, -0 26 e b oo sl Bg) 2l W :oalsl)
O Oe b (e b aall U] ol Lt
Christ our true God, through the intercessions | ~ ¢ N

of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy z‘-‘:‘)—‘“} @LGM‘ LN doplall &l ‘f—‘bhﬁ‘f ¢«ilgal)
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Mother; by the might of the Precious and
Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the
honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the
supplication of the honorable, glorious
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the
holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of the
holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of
our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of
Saint N., the patron and protector of this holy
community, of the holy and righteous
ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; of all
those who of old have been well-pleasing to
God, from Adam down to Joseph the
Betrothed, of the prophets and
prophetesses, especially of Daniel the
prophet and the three holy youths; whose
memory we celebrate today, and of all the
saints: have mercy on us and save us,
forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

Slallasy ¢ A w1 bl 83015 cue K
p R illy €LY daslal) A3l i glad) il
SahEAl Gpmeailly fovaasl) Gag amall
133 Gpaad Gaoails smae 0K Gapaadl (450
(3) sadl Guadgid) ) Ly ¢kl Gl
GLlE) ARl oMb (Aaadd)aiad (ADG (D)
) sl (5% Ty aSly G Chaal
Gubd Cidg 5 Al G & gl Gl gy
Bl o) s Alaldg (ililly olui¥ly husa
(e paads il IS 28 Gl clag) ba

el iy Alla i Loy Laly Lad)

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers,
Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us

and save us.

Eou S L@ Cpnnlill LT by 1cpll
ikl L)) gl) fansal)

Choir: Amen.

LOal 148 gal)

These texts have been prepared by the Department of Liturgics of the Antiochian Archdiocese
Portions of the Archdiocesan Service Texts include texts from The Menaion, The Great Horologion, The
Pentecostarion, The Octoechos, and The Psalter of the Seventy, which are Copyright © Holy Transfiguration
Monastery, Brookline, Massachusetts, and are used with permission. All rights reserved. These works may
not be further reproduced, beyond printing out a single copy for personal non-commercial use, without the

prior written authorization of Holy Transfiguration Monastery.

The Antiochian Archdiocese of North

America is thankful to the Brotherhood of the Dormition of the Theotokos Monastery of Hamatoura, Lebanon
and Fr. Nicholas Malek of the Archdiocese of Tripoli, El-Koura, and Dependencies in Lebanon for portions of
the hymns of the Sunday before the Nativity in Arabic for this service.
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	الشعب: قُدُّوسٌ اللهُ، قُدُّوسٌ القَوِيّ، قُدُّوسٌ الذي لا يَموتُ، ارحَمْنا. (ثلاثاً) 
	المَجدُ للآبِ والابنِ والروحِ القُدُسِ، الآنَ وكلَّ أوانٍ وإلى دَهْرِ الداهرينَ. آمين.
	أيُّها الثالوثُ القدوسُ، ارحمْنا. يا ربُّ اغْفُرْ خَطايانا. يا سيِّد تَجاوزْ عَنْ سَيِّئاتِنا. يا قُدّوسُ اطَّلِعْ واشْفِ أمْراضَنا، مِنْ أَجْلِ اسْمِكَ.
	يا ربُّ ارْحَم. (ثلاثاً)

