DIVINE LITURGY VARIABLES ON

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2020

TONE 2 / 5™ MATINS GOSPEL

SUNDAY OF HOLY FOREFATHERS OF

CHRIST (2N° SUNDAY BEFORE THE NATIVITY)

(s 281 J\-\;‘\J\ Ay ) 3a
HERMAN OF ALASKA, ENLIGHTENER OF THE ALEUTS

THIRD ANTIPHON: APOLYTIKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE TWO

When Thou did submit Thyself unto death, O Thou
deathless and immortal one, then Thou did destroy hell
with Thy Godly power! And when Thou did raise the
dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of heaven
did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ Thou giver of Life,
Glory to Thee!
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let us worship...
in the following order:

During the Little Entrance, chant the above Resurrectional Apolytikion. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come,
save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead...”

After the Little Entrance, chant the apolytikia

APOLYTIKION OF THE RESURRECTION IN TONE TWO

When Thou did submit Thyself unto death, O Thou
deathless and immortal one, then Thou did destroy hell
with Thy Godly power! And when Thou did raise the
dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of heaven
did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ Thou giver of Life,
Glory to Thee!

Gaga YA Blall W cosall ) Eaad) Laxie
CilsaY) Cidl Ladicy .cligaY (33 amall Eul M
u.u_ghu.“ g_a)d\ EPEEI Tra . ol cnt e

J .\;A\ o\.s;l\ «554*—““”‘ @um]\ l.@,g\

APOLYTIKION OF THE FOREFATHERS (Ancestors) OF CHRIST IN TONE TWO

Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and
through them, Thou hast gone before and betrothed
unto Thyself the Church of the Gentiles. Let the saints,
therefore, take pride in glory; for from their seed
sprouted forth a noble fruit, and she it was who gave
birth to Thee without seed. Wherefore, by their
pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls.
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APOLYTIKION OF ST. HERMAN IN TONE FOUR

O joyful North Star of the Church of Christ,
guiding all mankind to the Heavenly Kingdom;
teacher and apostle of the True Faith; intercessor
and defender of the oppressed; adornment of the
Orthodox Church in America: Blessed Father
Herman of Alaska, pray to Christ our God that He
save our souls.
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APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE IN TONE FOUR

As deliverer of captives and
defender of the poor, healer of the
infirm, champion of kings:
Victorious Great Martyr George,
intercede with Christ our God, for
our souls’ salvation.
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KONTAKION IN PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY (Birth) IN TONE THREE

The Virgin comes today to the cave to give birth,
ineffably to bring forth the Word eternal. Therefore,
rejoice O earth at the message; with the angels and
shepherds give glory to Him who shall appear by His
own will as a young child, He who is from eternity
God.
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EPISTLE (for the Holy Forefathers)

Blessed are You, O Lord, the God of our Fathers. (Daniel
3:26)

For You are just in all You have done. (Daniel 3:27)
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians
(3:4-11)

Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life, appears, then you
also will appear with him in glory. Put to death therefore
what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of
these, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of
disobedience. In these you once walked, when you lived
in them. But now put them all away: anger, wrath, malice,
slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with
its practices and have put on the new nature, which is
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its
Creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,

slave, freeman, but Christ is all, and in all.
(Refrain) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

verse: Moses and Aaron are among his priests. (Psalm 98:6)
(Refrain) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

verse: The righteous cried and the Lord heard them.
(Psalm 33:17)
(Refrain) Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
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GOSPEL (for the Holy Forefathers)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel

according to St. Luke (14:16-24)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A man
once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and
at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to
say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all
is now ready.” But, one by one, they all began to
make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have
bought a field, and I must go out and see it; I pray
you, have me excused.” And another said, ‘I have
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine
them; I pray you, have me excused.” And another
said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I
cannot come.” So the servant came and reported
this to his master. Then the householder in anger
said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets
and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and
maimed and blind and lame.” And the servant
said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done,
and still there is room.” And the master said to the
servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and
compel people to come in, that my house may be
filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were
invited shall taste my banquet.” For many are
called, but few are chosen.”
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o The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.
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