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January 6, 2019

GREAT FEAST OF THEOPHANY u—@JY\ D) x_L'J\
(Theophany is an “appearance of God”) or sometimes it's called
Epiphany (a sudden perception or insight into the reality or essential meaning of something)

Tone - Festal Matins Gospel for the Feast {Mark 1:9-11}
Altar Servers: EVERYONE

Confessions Matins p.44 Divine Liturgy p.91 Memorial Service
8:30-9:30am 8:50am 10:00am Trisagion p.183

Welcome to St. George! Thank you for attending today’s Divine Liturgy. Please register
your visit by completing the guest book located in the narthex. We would appreciate getting to
meet you, so feel free to join us during Coffee Fellowship in our Banquet Center!

Every Sunday we remember the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The
word “Liturgy” means work of the people that means everyone participates through singing,
praying, hearing the teaching, and opening our hearts to allow God’s grace to enter. We believe

Holy Communion to be a sign that in Christ we have all things in common, share an identical
faith, and are united fully to the Orthodox Church. Anyone interested in learning more about
our faith are encouraged to speak with one of our clergy. Holy Communion can be given to
Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves through prayer, fasting (no food or drink
from midnight the night before), the Sacrament of Confession (7 years and older) within the last
2 months, being at peace with others, and attending the Divine Liturgy regularly. Please know
everyone is invited to venerate the Holy Cross and receive Holy Bread at the end of Liturgy.

Please follow the special Hymns of St. Basil the Great’s Divine Liturgy and the Great
Blessing of Water on the bilingual sheets available on the Narthex Table.

Holy Bread Offerings
e We pray for the servant of God who has fallen asleep in the Lord: Hanna Abuaita (+December 6%,
brother of Kh. Suhela Qassis, George, Jalal, and Suheil Abuaita).

e  Prayers are offered for our parishioners who are ill, recovering, or in need, especially His servants:
Metropolitan Paul and Archbishop John who are in captivity, Bishop Alexander (Ottawa and
Eastern Canada, and Upstate New York), Laila and Sahar Abdallah, Androlla Abu Aita, Asma
Abuaita (sister of Janett Abuaita), Manal Abuaita, Ceasar and Naila Banna, Emil Bathish, Alex and
Panayiotis Deligorges, Vera Farah, Betty Froberg, Mariam Ghanim (Manal’s mother), Phyllis
Good, Carol Haddad, Roland Haddad, Daisy Isaac, Nawal and Nemer Iseid, Sally Joseph, Nakhleh
Khoury, Nicola Khoury, Kirolous Meshraky, Danny Mortensen, Karam Nassar, George and Renee
Nassif, Aida Raffoul, Elaine Shaheen, Eva Saseen (niece of George and Jeanette Nassif), Michael
and Nancy Silpoch, William Sophiea Jr., and Lois Teunion; Catherine Khair who was brought into
the Orthodox Faith through the Holy Sacraments of Baptism, Chrismation, and reception of her First
Communion.



e  We also pray for those who are with child: Jenny (Hanna) Abuaita, Ola (Michael) Alqazaha, Dr.
Lindsey (Dr. Ryan) Brunner, Walaa (Rami) Khoury, and Karen (Nicholas) Shaheen {Drs. Ron and
Kathy’s son}.

Reception of Holy Communion
Please remember only ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS who have PREPARED themselves may
partake of Holy Communion. “But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread
and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks
Jjudgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.” (1 Corinthians 11:28-29). If you are
physically able, please remain standing during Holy Communion.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today’s special ZALABEE COFFEE FELLOWSHIP is hosted by our Altar Society. They are taking

donations to help in their ministry of decorating the church throughout the year ... please be

generous!
Why Zalabee for Theophany? There are two reasons: #1 relates to the manner in which it
was originally leavened. In olden days, the dough was prepared without yeast. Instead the
dough was wrapped in cloth which was then tied into a bag, dipped three times in water
("baptized") and then suspended from the limb of a tree until it doubled in size (the water acted
with enzymes to create a natural leavening); and #2 relates to the manner in which it is cooked.
Rather than being baked, it is deep-fried by being submerged ("baptized") in hot oil.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOSTS Available dates: January 20" and 27" ~ sign-up poster and hosting
information is in the Lounge and includes: bringing whatever you wish to serve and cleaning up
afterwards. St. George provides coffee, cups, cream, and sugar at a charge to the host of $25.
For more information, see Manal Abuaita.

7™ ANNUAL PAN-ORTHODOX WINTER DINNER (SEE FLIER IN LOUNGE!) Thursday, January 17" All
proceeds support the Dormition Monastery in Rives Junction, Ml. We are hosting and begin
with Vespers sung by the Nuns at 5:30pm; Social Hour with Displays and Gift Shop from the
Monastery, along with visiting with the nuns is at 6:15pm; Dinner and Presentations begin at
6:45pm with the Benediction at 8:30pm. The cost is $35 for Adults and $25 for Students. For
more information and to make your reservations, (deadline is January 13"), please see
Protodeacon Michael.

» PLEASE turn off or put on vibrate all cell phones while in church, thank you!

» The Narthex (where we light candles) is the entrance to the Church. After you leave
the Lounge and come into the Narthex, please remember there is only praying here.
If you are late for Divine Services, the Ushers will let you know when you may enter
the church — Thank You!

2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES AND CHURCH CALENDARS Please pick yours up (and other family
members and friends) so we do not have to mail them! If your name is not listed, let Fr. Joe
know. The calendars (please take 1 per family) are a gift from our Ladies Auxiliary. Our children
will receive their envelopes in Church School. Parents, please make sure your child gets their
Offering Envelopes.

CREDIT AND DEBIT CARDS \We can make donations and purchases by Credit or Debit Card. This




can be done by coming to the office or calling 810-732-0720 during Office Hours (see below).

> OFFICE HOuRs  Our office manager, Kelly Dotson, works on Mondays, Thursdays, and
Fridays (10am-4pm); Tuesdays and Wednesdays (1pm-4pm). Kelly can be reached during
office hours at 810-732-0720 or kellysecstgeorge@gmail.com.

WHEN PAIN AND SORROW RULE:

Without winter there will be no spring
by Abbot Tryphon, head of All-Merciful Savior Monastery on Vashon Island, Washington

Like many of my readers, | have experienced much pain and sorrow over this
past year. But a beloved bishop friend gave me this sound advice: “The grass
is greener where the manure is thickest.”

The devil, warring against us, would have us believe the grass IS greener
elsewhere, but we must always remember Satan is “The Great Deceiver’.
Allowing ourselves to run away from the pain, or give up hope and surrender to
despair, must never be an option.

Saint Anatoly of Optina from the 19" century said, “Without winter there would
be no spring, and without spring there would be no summer. So it is also in the
spiritual life: a little consolation, and then a little grief—and thus little by little we
work out our salvation. Let us accept everything from the hand of God. If He
comforts us, let us thank Him. And if He doesn’t comfort us—Ilet us thank Him.”

We must always live with the knowledge that God loves us, and that whatever
pain or sorrow He allows to come our way, is always for our salvation. Knowing
this to be true, we must live in joyfulness of heart, comforted with the knowledge
that we are loved by God, and that whatever suffering we have in this present
moment of time, is but a temporary deviation from the joyful life we will have in
the coming Kingdom.

COMING EVENTS

This Week The traditional fasting discipline (no meat, poultry, eggs, dairy, fish, wine, olive oil,
and their by-products) is observed on Wednesday and Friday.

Wednesday  Arabic/English Bible Study: Acts of the Apostles 12-2pm
SOYO Wednesday 6:30-8:30pm

Saturday Burch Baptism  2pm
Great Vespers and Confessions  5pm

> If you know of a parishioner who has given birth, fallen ill, or admitted to the hospital,
please call the church office or let Father Joe know.

> If you would like to host Coffee Fellowship in memory of a loved one, the occasion of a
birthday, a wedding anniversary, or in thanksgiving to God, sign up on the poster in the
Lounge or speak with Manal Abuaita.



THE TRADITION OF THE VASILOPITA
(pronounced “ va-sé-LO-pé-ta ”)

The tradition of baking and cutting a special "pita" (which can mean a loaf of bread, a
cake, or even a pie!) each year on January 1%t is observed in honor of our Holy Father
Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia - hence its name Vasilopita
(Basil's bread). This tradition is observed in both parish churches and in the homes of the
faithful. What is the meaning of this tradition and how did it begin? For centuries upon
centuries parents, grandparents, and Godparents have related the following story to
Orthodox children about St Basil and the Vasilopita.

One year, during a time of terrible famine, the emperor levied a sinfully excessive tax
upon the people of Caesarea. The tax was such a heavy burden upon the already
impoverished people that to avoid debtors' prison each family had to relinquish its few
remaining coins as well as pieces of jewelry, including precious family heirlooms.
Learning of this injustice against his flock, St Basil the Great, the archbishop of Caesarea,
took up his bishop's staff and the book of the holy Gospels and came to his people's
defense by fearlessly calling the emperor to repentance. By God's grace, the emperor did
repent! He cancelled the tax and instructed his tax collectors to turn over to St. Basil all of
the chests containing the coins and jewelry which had been paid as taxes by the people
of Caesarea.

Now St. Basil was faced with the daunting and impossible task of returning these coins
and pieces of jewelry to their rightful owners. After praying for a long time before the
icons of our Master Christ and His All-holy Mother, St. Basil had all the treasures baked
into one huge "pita." He then called all the townspeople to prayer at the cathedral and
after Divine Liturgy, he blessed and cut the "pita," giving a piece to each person.
Wondrously each owner received in his piece of Vasilopita his own valuables. They all
joyfully returned home, giving thanks to God who had delivered them from abject poverty
and to their good and holy bishop, St. Basil the Great.

In remembrance of that miracle wrought by God because of St Basil's love and defense of
his people, Orthodox Christians have observed the tradition of the Vasilopita each year on
January 15t - the date on which St Basil reposed in the Lord in the year 379.

In some places, the Vasilopita is prepared as a loaf of rich bread (like that used for
Artoklasia, the blessing of the Five Loaves, wheat, wine, and oil), while in other places it
takes the form of a spicy sheet cake (without frosting). Nevertheless, no matter what form
a Vasilopita may take, they all have one thing in common - each contains a single coin.
After placing the bread dough or batter in the proper baking pan, the baker makes with
the foil wrapped coin the sign of the Cross over it, closes his/her eyes, and then secretly
places it into the unbaked Vasilopita.

After the Vasilopita is baked and cooled, it is blessed and cut following Divine Liturgy for
the feast of St. Basil on January 15t. At churches, it is blessed and cut in the parish
fellowship hall by the bishop or priest, and in homes, it is blessed and cut by the head of
the household. The blessing of the Vasilopita usually begins with the Apolytikion of St.
Basil the Great, chanted in Tone 1. Then pieces are given to all present, beginning with
the eldest and ending with youngest. He or she who receives the piece containing the
coin is traditionally considered to be especially blessed for the New Year.



Theophany (Baptism) of our Lord
(i) ) Jsedal aal Slaall Y] uladl) dard

When the Feast is celebrated on a Sunday, we pray the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

(p. 132 in the Red Service Book and the Bilingual sheets in the Narthex) with the following
Special Hymns:

First Antiphon

Verse 1: When Israel went forth from Egypt, the
house of Jacob from a people of strange
language.

Refrain: Through the prayers of the Theotokos,
O Savior, save us.

Verse 2: The sea looked and fled, Jordan turned
back.

Through the prayers of the Theotokos,
O Savior, save us.

Glory to the Father. .. Now and ever...

Through the prayers of the Theotokos,
O Savior, save us.
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Second Antiphon

Verse 1: | love the Lord because he has heard,
the voice of my supplication.

Refrain: O Son of God, baptized in the Jordan,
save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia.

Verse 2: The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of hell laid hold of me.

O Son of God...

Verse 3: Gracious and righteous is the Lord; and
our God is Merciful.

O Son of God...
Glory to the Father...Now and ever...
Only-begotten Son...
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Third Antiphon

Verses: O give thanks to the Lord for He is
good; for His mercy endures forever. Let the
house of Israel confess that he is Good; for His
mercy endures forever. Let the house of Aaron
now confess that He is Good: for his mercy
endures forever."

Refrain: When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in
the Jordan, the worship of the Trinity was made
manifest; for the voice of the Father bore
witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved Son.
And the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed
truthfulness of His word. O Christ our God,
Who hast revealed Thyself and hast enlightened
the world, glory be to Thee.
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Theophany (Baptism) of our Lord
(i) ) Jsedal aal Slaall Y] uladl) dard

When the Feast is celebrated on a Sunday, we pray the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

(p. 132 in the Red Service Book and the Bilingual sheets in the Narthex) with the following
Special Hymns:

Entrance Hymn

Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. bioge TR FR O IR D R [ NI
The Lord is God and hath appeared unto us. O e 2.1 ek Bl ALl ?“’\" ‘é'm Ak

Son of God who was baptized by John in the oelld L8 2ES N dN) 8GR e fe ) fa b
Jordan, save us who sing unto thee. Alleluia (3x). "Jgﬁ &5 e @ o ot s

Hymns after the Entrance

Troparion of the Feast Jg¥) oalll &) sl ve 4yl 5l
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Kontakion of Epiphany (Tone 4) &bl oalll skl (3lais

Today Thou hast appeared to the universe and Thy . LR Al e LSl Eaials
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The Anti-Trisagion instead of “Holy God™

As many as have been baptized into Christ, ) L A % o | A Lol &
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Titus, my son, the grace of God has appeared
for the salvation of all men, training us to




Theophany (Baptism) of our Lord
(i) ) Jsedal aal Slaall Y] uladl) dard

When the Feast is celebrated on a Sunday, we pray the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
(p. 132 in the Red Service Book and the Bilingual sheets in the Narthex) with the following

Special Hymns:

renounce irreligion and worldly passions,
and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in
this world, awaiting our blessed hope, the
appearing of the glory of the great God and
Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us
to redeem us from all iniquity and to purify
for Himself a people of His own who are
zealous for good deeds. Declare these things;
exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no
one disregard you. But when the goodness
and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, He saved us, not because of deeds
done by righteousness, but in virtue of His
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration
and renewal in the Holy Spirit, which He
poured out upon us richly through Jesus
Christ our Savior, so that we might be
justified by His grace and become heirs in
hope of eternal life.

* o) ppand Lalial ) Aans cijgls 3 ebass sy |
A 8 L Bl el Gl S S s
lal) i * gsially Jaally Jasdl) it e junlal
o) gow lialiag aliall Ugl) e Jselay Sued)
it il Sy 31 0K (e LSl LY 4 0y (50
& Cakl ek Gl *aallall Jlell Lo e Lals
SRUUEING PSR R ION PR SR - FOPRLICA P
S Sall Juks s umin e i dai lalilae
zansal) & guny el Lide 4500 (2) * L) g 5)) duaatg
cla a2 st atnaty 55 13 S sl

) skl

Gospel for the Feast of Epiphany (wlaad) amd Jaady)

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel
according to St. Matthew (3:13-17).

At that time, Jesus came from Galilee to the
Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John
would have prevented Him, saying, "I need
to be baptized by you, and do you come to
me?”” But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so
now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. And
when Jesus was baptized, He went up
immediately from the water, and behold, the
heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit
of God descending like a dove, and alighting
on Him; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying,
"This is my beloved Son, with whom | am
well pleased.”
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MEGALYNARION for ST. BASIL (instead of “It is Truly meet” when feast is on Sunday)

In thee rejoiceth all creation, O thou who art full
of grace: the hierarchy of the angels, and all
mankind, O consecrated temple and paradise
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Theophany (Baptism) of our Lord
(i) ) Jsedal aal Slaall Y] uladl) dard

When the Feast is celebrated on a Sunday, we pray the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

(p. 132 in the Red Service Book and the Bilingual sheets in the Narthex) with the following
Special Hymns:

endowed with speech; glory of virginity, of | -\ _ AN 2525 Whe | ) eaye A0l A28 ¢ alalil
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Hymn to the Theotokos for Feast (Tone 2) (instead of “It is Truly meet”” when feast is NOT on Sunday)

Magnify, O my Soul, her who is more . " 5 GG Al w audint]
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magnify you.
gnify y ot Gl sl
The Communion Hymn (Tone 8)

Refrain The saving Grace of God has appeared unto all. L . )
Verse Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of our great God A dans Cipgla il
and Savior, Jesus Christ. Refrain "
Verse He who gave himself for us to redeem us from all iniquity. Refrain =" g
Verse To purify for himself a people of His own, who are zealous for good deeds. Lglla . i)
Refrain )

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Instead of We have seen the True Light ..., we sing the Troparion of Theophany (see above)

THE GREAT SANCTIFICATION OF WATER
oSl elal) (uwadl dasd

See Bilingual Sheets on the Narthex Table




THE GREAT SANCTIFICATION OF WATER sl glall (uafi dadd

After the prayer behind the ambon and “Blessed be the name of the Lord”™ at the end of the Divine Liturgy, the
clergy, accompanied by the servers carrying the lanterns, processional cross, fans and the censer, go to the place
appointed for the Great Sanctification of Water while the choir chants in Tone 8 the following idiomela:

Idiomela (Tone 8)

The voice of the Lord upon the waters crieth aloud,
saying: ‘Come ye all, and receive the Spirit of
wisdom, the Spirit of understanding, the Spirit of the
fear of God, from Christ who is made manifest.’
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Today the nature of the waters is sanctified, and the
Jordan is parted in two; it holds back the stream of its
own waters, seeing the Master wash himself.
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river as a man, and in Thy goodness Thou dost

make haste to receive the baptism of a servant d;y Gl & e 2aS Boagend) Jiam) ‘CJL,‘.J\ Lé:,\

at the hands of the Forerunner, for the sake of
our sins, O Thou who lovest mankind.
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Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, both now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen. At the voice of one crying in the wilderness,
‘Prepare ye the way of the Lord,” Thou hast come,
O Lord, taking the form of a servant, and Thou who
knowest not sin dost ask for baptism. The waters
saw Thee and were afraid; the Forerunner was
seized with trembling and cried aloud, saying:
‘How shall the lamp illuminate the Light? How
shall the servant set his hand upon the Master? O
Savior who takest away the sin of the world,
sanctify both me and the waters.’
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3 Old Testament Readings

Epistle Reading
READER: The Lord is my Light and my Savoir: whom shall | fear?. The Lord is the Defender of my life:

of whom then shall | be afraid?

The reading is from the first epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians (10.1-4).

I want you to know, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the
same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock which followed them, and the rock was Christ.

CHOIR: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to St.
Mark (1.9-11).

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And when
he came up out of the water, immediately he saw
the heavens opened and the Spirit descending upon
him like a dove; and a voice came from heaven,
“Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well
pleased.”
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The Great Litany

DEACON: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. (After every Petition)
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DEACON: That this water may be sanctified
by the power, operation, and descent of the
Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: That upon this water there may
descend the cleansing operation of the super-
substantial Trinity, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: That it may be given the grace of
redemption and the blessing of the Jordan, let
us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: That we may be enlightened by the
light of knowledge and piety, through the descent
of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: That this water may become a gift
of sanctification, a deliverance from sins, unto
healing of soul and body and unto every
expedient purpose, let us pray to the Lord.
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spring up unto life everlasting, let us
pray to the Lord.

DEACON: That it may serve to the averting of
every plot of the enemies, both visible and
invisible, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: For those who draw of it and take
of it unto the sanctification of their homes, let
us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: That it may become a cleansing of the
souls and bodies of all those who in faith draw
and partake of it, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: That we may be made worthy to be
filled with sanctification through the partaking
of this water, by the invisible manifestation of
the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: That the Lord God may hearken
unto the voice of supplication of us sinners and
have mercy on us, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: Calling to remembrance our all-holy,
immaculate, most blessed and glorious Lady the
Theotokos and ever-Virgin Mary, with all the
Saints, let us commend ourselves and each other,
all our life unto Christ our God.
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PRIEST (silently while the above is prayed): O
Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son, who art
in the bosom of the Father, true God, the Fountain
of life and of immortality, Light of Light, who
camest into the world to enlighten it: Illumine our
minds by thy Holy Spirit, and receive us who offer
unto thee magnification and thanksgiving for thy
wondrous, mighty works, which are from all ages,
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and for thy saving dispensation in these latter
ages, in which thou hast clothed thyself in our
weak and poor substance and hast condescended
to the stature of a servant, thou who art King of
all, and yet didst deign to be baptized in the Jordan
at the hands of a servant, thou sanctified the nature
of water, O sinless One, thou mightest lead us
unto a new birth through water and the Spirit and
restore us again to our first freedom. Celebrating
the memory of this divine mystery, we pray thee,
O Lord who lovest mankind, sprinkle upon us,
thine unworthy servants, according to thy divine
promise, cleansing water, the gift of thy
tenderness. And may the supplications of us
sinners over this water be well pleasing unto thy
goodness, and may thy blessing through it be
bestowed upon us and upon all thy faithful people,
to the glory of thy holy and adorable name.

For unto Thee, together with Thine unoriginate
Father and Thine all-holy and good and life-
giving Spirit, belong all glory, honor and worship,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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The priest quietly says Amen, as the deacon and choir conclude the litany of peace.
Then in a voice audible to all, the priest says the following prayer.

PRIEST: (out loud) O Trinity, transcendent in
essence, in goodness and in divinity, the
Almighty who watcheth over all, invisible and
incomprehensible, O Creator of intelligent
essences, rational natures, the goodness of the
utter and unapproachable Light, that
enlighteneth every man that cometh into the
world:  Enlighten me also, thine unworthy
servant. lluminate the eyes of my
understanding that | may venture to praise thy
countless benevolences and thy might. Let my
beseeching on behalf of this people be wholly
acceptable, so that my transgressions may not
prevent the descent here of thy Holy Spirit; that
I may be allowed to cry to thee without
condemnation and say, O most good One:

We glorify thee, O Master, Lover of mankind,
the Almighty King before eternity.

We glorify thee, O Creator and Fashioner of all.

We glorify thee, O only-begotten Son of God,
who art without father from thy Mother, and
without mother from thy Father; for in the
previous feast we beheld thee a babe, and in this
feast we behold thee perfect, O our perfect God,
appearing from the Perfect;
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For today we have reached the time of the feast,
and the rank of saints gathers with us and
angels celebrate with men.
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Today the grace of the Holy Spirit hath descended
on the waters in the likeness of a dove.
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Today hath shone the Sun that setteth not, and
the world is lighted by the light of the Lord.
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Today the moon shineth with the world in its
radiating beams.
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Today the shining stars adorn the universe with
the splendor of their radiance.
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Today the clouds from heaven moisten
mankind with showers of justice.
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Today the Uncreated accepteth of his own will the
laying on of hands by his own creation.

il o ) gdag bl ik Bslaall e 2l

Today the Prophet and Forerunner draweth nigh to
the Master but halteth with trembling when he
witnesses the condescension of God towards us.
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Today the waters of the Jordan are changed to
healing by the presence of the Lord.

ol sy Bzl ) G5 (oY) slae asd)

Today the whole creation is watered by
mystical streams.
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Today the stumblings of mankind are blotted
out by the waters of the Jordan.
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Today hath paradise been opened to men, and
the Sun of righteousness hath shone for us.
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Today the bitter water is changed
by Moses to sweetness for the
people at the presence of the Lord.
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Today are we delivered from the ancient mourning,
and like a new lIsrael, we have been saved.
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Today we have escaped from darkness and, by the light
of the knowledge of God, we have been illuminated.

Today the darkness of the world vanisheth with
the appearance of our God.
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Today the whole creation is lighted from on high.
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Today is error annulled, and the coming of
the Master prepareth for us a way of
salvation.

Today the celestials celebrate with the
terrestrials, and the terrestrials commune with
the celestials.
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Today the assembly of noble and great-voiced
Orthodox rejoiceth.
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Today the Master cometh to baptism to elevate
mankind above.
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Today the Unbowable boweth to this
servant to deliver us from slavery.
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Today we have bought the kingdom of heaven,
for the kingdom of heaven hath no end.
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Today the land and the sea have divided
between them the joy of the world, and the
world hath been filled with rejoicing.
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The waters saw thee, O God; the waters saw thee
and were afraid. Jordan turned back when it
beheld the fire of the Godhead coming down and
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descending into it bodily. Jordan turned back at
beholding the Holy Spirit descending in the
likeness of a dove and hovering over thee.
Jordan turned back when it saw the Invisible
visible, the Creator incarnate and the Master in
the form of a servant. Jordan turned back, and
the mountains leaped with joy at beholding God
in the flesh. And the clouds, beholding in the
Jordan the Lord's festal assembly, gave voice,
wondering at him that cometh, who is Light of
Light, true God of true God, drowning in the
Jordan the death of disobedience, the sting of
error and bond of Hades, granting the world the
baptism of salvation. So also I, thine unworthy
and sinful servant as | proclaim the greatness of
thy wonders, am encompassed by fear, crying
with compunction unto thee and saying:
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Great art Thou, O Lord, and wondrous are
Thy works, and no word sufficeth to hymn
Thy wonders. (thrice)

CHOIR: Glory to Thee, O Lord. Glory to Thee.
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For Thou, by Thine own will, from nothingness hast
brought all things into being, by thy might thou dost
uphold creation, and by thy providence thou dost
direct the world. Thou hast fitly framed the creation
out of four elements; thou didst crown the circle of the
year with four seasons. All the reason-endowed
powers tremble before thee. The sun praiseth thee,
and the moon glorifieth thee; the stars intercede with
thee. The light obeyeth thee. The deeps shudder
before thee; the water-springs serve thee. Thou hast
spread out the heavens like a curtain. Thou hast
established the earth upon the waters. With sand hast
thou walled in the sea. Thou hast poured forth the air
for breathing. The angelic powers serve thee. The
choirs of archangels worship thee. The many-eyed
cherubim and the six-winged seraphim, as they stand
round about and fly, cover themselves in fear before
thine unapproachable glory. For thou, the God who is
uncircumscribed, without beginning and ineffable,
didst come down upon earth, taking on the form of a
servant and being made in the likeness of man. For
thou couldst not endure, O Master, because of thy
tender mercy, to behold the race of men beneath the
tyranny of the devil, but thou didst come and didst
save us. We confess thy grace. We proclaim thy
mercy. We conceal not thy beneficence. Thou hast set
free the offspring of our nature; by thy birth thou hast
sanctified a virgin's womb. All creation singeth praises
unto thee, who didst reveal thyself. For thou our God,
didst appear upon earth and didst dwell among men.
Thou didst sanctify the streams of Jordan, in that thou
didst send down from heaven thine all-holy Spirit and
didst crush the heads of the serpents that lurked there.
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Therefore, O King who lovest mankind, do Thou
Thyself be present even now, through the descent
of Thy Holy Spirit, and sanctify this water. (thrice)

CHOIR: Amen.
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And give it the grace of redemption, the blessing
of Jordan. Make it a fountain of incorruption, a gift
of sanctification, a remission of sins, a protection
against disease, a destruction of demons,
inaccessible to hostile powers filled with angelic
might. And may it be to all those who draw of it
and partake of it unto the cleansing of souls and
bodies, unto the healing of passions, unto the
sanctification of homes and unto every expedient
purpose. For thou art our God who, through water
and the Spirit, hast renewed our nature, grown old
through sin. Thou art our God who with water didst
drown sin in the days of Noah. Thou art our God
who by the sea, through Moses, didst set free from
slavery to Pharaoh the Hebrew race. Thou art our
God who didst cleave the rock in the wilderness,
so that water gushed forth and streams overflowed
and didst satisfy thy thirsty people. Thou art our
God who by water and fire, through Elias, didst
bring Israel back from the deception of Baal.
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Do Thou Thyself, O Master, sanctify even
now this water by Thy Holy Spirit. (Thrice)

CHOIR: Amen.
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Grant unto all who touch it, anoint themselves
therewith and partake thereof, sanctification,
blessing, cleansing and health. Be mindful, O
Lord of our Father and Metropolitan (Name),
and our Bishop (Name) all the presbytery, the
diaconate in Christ, and every priestly order and
all thy people here present, together with our
brethren who are absent for just cause, and have
mercy on them and on us according to thy great
mercy.
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That by the elements, by the angels and by
men, by things visible and invisible, thine all-
holy name may be glorified, together with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and
unto ages of ages.
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CHOIR: Amen.
PRIEST: Peace be to all.
CHOIR: And to thy spirit.

DEACON: Let us bow our heads unto the
Lord.

CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.
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PRIEST: Incline thine ear, and hearken unto us, O
Lord who didst deign to be baptized in the Jordan
and didst sanctify the waters. Bless us all who, by
the bowing of our necks, signify our servitude; and
make us worthy to be filled with thy sanctification
through partaking of this water and being sprinkled
therewith. And may it be unto us, O Lord, for
health of soul and body.

For thou art the Sanctification of our souls and
bodies, and unto thee do we ascribe glory,
thanksgiving and worship, together with thine
unoriginate Father and thine all-holy and good and
life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
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The priest then blesses the water making in it the sign of the cross with the hand-cross and basil. He
then submerges the hand-cross and basil in the water and raises it above his head, holding it with both
hands, while he chants the Troparion of Epiphany three times in Tone 1:

When Thou, O Lord, wast baptized in the Jordan,
the worship of the Trinity was made manifest! For
the voice of the Father bare witness to Thee, and
called Thee His beloved Son! And the Spirit in the
form of a dove confirmed the truthfulness of His
word. O Christ our God, who hast revealed Thyself
and hast enlighten the world, glory to Thee.
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After the third chanting of the festal apolytikion, the priest sprinkles the sanctuary, iconostasis and all
the church and people with the sanctified water, while the choir sings the Kontakion in Tone 4:

Today Thou hast appeared to the universe, O
Lord; and Thy light hath been signed upon us,
who praise Thee with knowledge, saying, Thou
hast come and appeared, O unapproachable
Light.
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Divine Liturgy concludes and then the faithful come forward to draw from and drink of the
sanctified water, as the choir chants the following Idiomelon in Tone 6:

Ye faithful, let us praise the greatness of
God's dispensation toward us. For, becoming
man on account of our transgressions, He
who alone is clean and undefiled was
cleansed in Jordan that we might be made
clean, sanctifying us and the waters and
breaking the heads of the dragons in the
water. Let us then draw water in gladness, O
brethren; for upon those who draw with faith,
the grace of the Spirit is invisibly bestowed
by Christ, the God and Savior of our souls.
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